
$5.95 US $7.95 CAN

www.itinerariesmidwest.com

ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:09 PM  Page 1



ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:09 PM  Page 2



table of contents
summer 2010

featuring

6 Planes, Trains & Automobiles
columns

4 destination highlight & itinerary
Nebraska – Possibilities... Endless

8 profile TRAINing Your Group

U.S. Highway 30 was originally
known as the Lincoln Highway,
the nation’s first transcontinental
highway. While the majority of
the stretch is now paved, this
original brick-pave portion still
exists near Elkhorn.

on the cover

l e t t e r f r o m
t h e p u b l i s h e r s

Dear Planner,

If you ever wonder where “the rubber meets the road” in the Midwest … you’re going
to find out in this issue! Planes, Trains and Automobiles. We found collections, museums,
and stories galore… all waiting for your groups to get off the coach and take a walk down
memory lane! Did you know that in the early days of the automobile, Minnesota was home
to more than 70 car companies? How many times have you sent a coach right past Minden,
Nebraska, not knowing you were missing Harold Warp’s Pioneer Village? The largest private
collection of Americana anywhere. Be sure to read about the National Railroad Museum,
in Green Bay, on page 48. This is a favorite for groups in the Green Bay Area.

We invite you to bookmark our website and pass along it
along to your friends and peers in the travel trade, so they can
read Itineraries Midwest, too. (www.itinerariesmidwest.com)

Who knows what we will dig up for the next issue
(The Wild, Wild Midwest)? Each Itineraries Midwest sends
out the message that the Midwest isn’t “flyover” land
anymore. So bring your motorcoaches into our part of the
country… your groups will thank you!

Best Regards,

Heather J. Lahren and Mark W. Peterson
Co-Publishers, ITINERARIES MIDWEST Magazine

C O P Y R I G H T 2 0 1 0

Coming Fall/Winter 2010!

The Wild, Wild Midwest
will take you into the world of wagon trains and

pitchfork fondues…even in the places you’d least expect!
So until then, “Happy trails to you, until we meet again!”
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destination highlight BY LINDSEY WALSH

A road trip to remember.
Some say the real joy of travel isn’t the destination—it’s the
journey. Come test that theory for yourself in Nebraska, a state
where fun and adventure are always just around the bend.

Ever-changing terrain
As you make your way across Nebraska, your surroundings
constantly transform—wooded riverbanks, rich prairie, rolling
sandhills, pine-studded buttes. The wonders of the landscape
come to life while exploring Toadstool Geologic Park, canoeing the
Niobrara National Scenic River, biking through Chadron State
Park, hiking the trails at Wildcat Hills, and following the roads
that wind through the sandhills.

Historically speaking
Nebraska truly is pioneer country. This is your chance to see
firsthand the geological formations that guided waves of emigrants
across the prairie—Courthouse and Jail Rocks, Chimney Rock,
and Scotts Bluff National Monument. Also, genuine wagon ruts
can still be seen along the Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails.
In addition to natural landmarks, Nebraska boasts a large number
of historically rich attractions. Some great examples include the
Great Platte River Road Archway, Homestead National Monument
of America, Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer, the Durham
Museum, and Fort Robinson State Park.

Charm meets chic
The best of both worlds does exist. And nowhere is the
juxtaposition of city and country so compelling as in Nebraska.
To find a slower pace, tool around on the two-lane leading
away from the hustle and bustle. You’ll discover quaint
attractions, genuine hospitality, and some of the best homemade
pie your fork has ever met.

If you favor an urban-style outing, head to Omaha and Lincoln.
In both cities, you can enjoy revamped historic districts, popular
restaurants, and outstanding shopping. You’ll also find world-class
exhibits at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo as well as a number of
theatres and museums to feed the artistic soul.

Fruit of the vine
It’s not surprising that a state with a knack for growing things
is fast becoming a hot spot for wineries. Across the state, more
than 200 vineyards take advantage of fertile soil and ideal growing
conditions to produce some very tasty varieties. Spend a pleasant

afternoon touring a vineyard, tasting a variety of award-winning
wines, and purchasing a bottle or two of your favorites.

One-of-a-kind wonders
For those on the lookout for more unique experiences, Nebraska
is filled with rare opportunities. Take in the spring Sandhill Crane
migration along the Platte River Valley. Enjoy an eight-story
view of the world’s largest railroad classification yard from
the Golden Spike Tower. Pose in front of Carhenge, a quirky
automotive homage to Stonehenge. Float along a river in a stock
tank. And tour a significant collection of military aircraft at the
Strategic Air & Space Museum.

So what are you waiting for?
Miles of possibilities stretch out before you in Nebraska. It’s time
to hit the road and delight in all you encounter along the way. This
state is brimming with adventure and ready to meet all
your group travel needs. To plan your next getaway, check out
the Group Travel Planner at VisitNebraska.gov or contact
Paula Bohaty, Group Travel Manager, at 800-228-4307 or
paula.bohaty@nebraska.gov.

4

Tom Brokaw has called it “America’s Pompeii”.

“The only thing we have ever seen like this is the Terra Cotta
soldiers in China.”

Designated as a National Natural Landmark, Ashfall Fossil
Beds is one of the most striking and unusual sites you may ever
see. Intact fossil skeletons are so well preserved, that grass
seeds are preserved in the animal’s mouths, delicate features
as feathers and leaves have also been found in the site. Millions
of years ago rhinos, three-toed horses, llama-like camels, and
saber-toothed deer roamed North America. A supervolcanic
eruption, hundreds of times larger than Mt. St. Helens blasted
huge amounts of volcanic ash into the atmosphere. Dense
clouds of the ash settled to the ground on the ancient
plains. Animals slowly suffocated and became victims of the
catastrophe. Some spent their last moments resting in a
waterhole, where their remains are preserved to this day.
Left as they were found, for public viewing, the fossil skeletons
are protected by a 17,500 square foot “Rhino Barn”.

Summer excavations reveal new finds.
The park is open seasonally. Guided tours by reservation.

www.ashfall.unl.edu | 402-893-2000

Ashfall Fossil Beds
STATE HISTORICAL PARK

Toadstool Geologic Park

Carhenge

NEBRASKA Possibilities…Endless

�
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A 2-Day Sample Itinerary
This sample itinerary can be customized for anytime for the year!{ }

Experience the Lincoln Highway Scenic & Historic
Byway – one of Nebraska’s most nostalgic and
fascinating routes! This beautiful Byway graces this
issues cover. Also, it is the only byway that spans
the state from its eastern to western borders on
US Highway 30. Plus this 400-mile byway is part
of the original Lincoln Highway - America’s first
transcontinental artery between San Francisco & New
York. Now known as US Highway 30, this historic
route lets you enjoy a leisurely tour.

dayONE
11:30 – 1:30 pm
Start your travels just north of the Lincoln Highway
Scenic & Historic Byway in Minden, home to
the world-famous Harold Warp Pioneer Village.
Twenty-six buildings, including a sod house, one-
room school, Pony Express station, and an 1884
church make up the village. It houses the oldest
existing Buick plus 350 other antique cars, 20 historic
aircraft, 100 vintage tractors, guns, motorcycles,
snowmobiles, boats, buggies, trains, and trolleys. The
historic crafts of spinning, weaving and broom-making
are demonstrated year-round.
1:30 – 2:30 pm
Travel North to Shelton, located on US Hwy 30 (the
byway). Stop at the Shelton Historical Interpretive
Center & Lincoln Highway Visitor Center. It is
located in an historic 1909 Meisner Building along
1 block of the original Lincoln Highway bricks. View
history of the Lincoln Highway including original
highway markers, postcards and vintage memorabilia.

2:30 – 4:00 pm
Continue your travels west along the byway to
Kearney. View The Great Platte River Road Archway
Monument, the only tourist attraction in the nation
located over a federal interstate highway. The “Arch”
commemorates westward expansion of America,
including the west’s original American Indian
habitants, the Mormon, Oregon and California Trails,
the early pioneers, the modern railroad and more!
Explore the history of transportation and communication
along the famous Platte River Road through great
interactive exhibits.
4 – 5:00 pm
Also in town is The Nebraska Firefighters Museum
and Education Center. It recognizes the history and
dedication of Nebraska’s many brave firefighters and
EMTs. The museum features the history of Nebraska
firefighting through images, artifacts and state-of-the-
art exhibits.
5 – 7:00 pm
Stroll outdoors through the Cliff Hillegass Sculpture
Garden. Then off to the Thunderhead Brewery, for
some award-winning beer and delicious pizza baked in
a stone oven. Tours of the brewery can be arranged.
7:00 pm
Check into a local hotel and the evening is on your
own. As you explore Kearney look for Cranes on
Parade, 6-foot fiberglass cranes works of art.

dayTWO
9 – 10:00 am
Wake up and smell the coffee! Enjoy breakfast at

your hotel before you board the motorcoach and travel
west along the byway to Lexington.
10 – 11:00 am
Explore The Heartland Museum of Military Vehicles.
The museum features an impressive collection of military
equipment and machinery, such as jeeps, ambulances,
helicopters, tanks and a rare snow tractor.
11 – 1:00 pm
Lexington also is home to Mac’s Creek Vineyards
and Winery. Sample excellent Nebraska produced
wines and tour the vineyards and production facilities.
A perfect spot for a picnic lunch! Catering is available.
Catering is available upon request.
1 – 2:15 pm
Load the motorcoach and travel west along the byway
to Gothenburg to see one of the few Pony Express
stations still intact in Nebraska, located in the city park.
Original historic items are on display and you can send
postcards to friends and family back home postmarked
with the original Pony Express stamp!
2:15 – 4:00 pm
Continue your travels on the byway to North Platte.
Enjoy a spectacular view of Union Pacific Railroad’s
Bailey Yard, the world’s largest railroad classification
yard, from atop the 8-story Golden Spike Tower and
Visitor Center. The 95-foot tall tower and visitor center
feature an enclosed 360-degree view of the action
below, historical and regional railroad memorabilia and
a gift shop.

You can choose to continue your travels west along
the Lincoln Highway Scenic & History Byway all the way
to Wyoming or end your travels and head for home!

For more information or to customize this sample itinerary please contact your tour operator or
Visit Nebraska 800-228-4307, www.visitnebraska.gov.

MAINSTREET ACROSS NEBRASKA!
The Lincoln Highway Scenic & Historic Byway

�
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Great Platte River Road
Archway - Nebraska

Greyhound Bus
Origin Center - Minnesota

Ever since Meriwether Lewis and William Clark set off on the two-year journey that would take

them from Pittsburg to the Pacific Ocean and back again, Americans have been fascinated by

travel. The Corps of Discovery, as the Lewis and Clark Expedition came to be known, used

dugout canoes and flat-bottomed boats to navigate the waterways and undeveloped frontier.

Along the way they battled disease, critters, fatigue, hunger, cold, homesickness—and each

other occasionally. Hey, give them a break. Travel wasn’t so easy back in the 1800s.

Fortunately, today’s explorers have options. If you want to take a dip in the ocean, you can do

like the Corps of Discovery and paddle a boat. But you can also take a plane, train, automobile

or—ahem!—a motorcoach. And if you’re partial to motorcoaches, which we think you are, you

might consider an itinerary that takes in America’s abiding love affair with transportation and the

vehicles that have made travel possible over the years.

BY BRITT AAMODT

Fargo Air Museum
- North Dakota
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A Very Brief History
of Transportation

Modes of Get-Up-and-Go

Groups Get in Gear

Let’s face it, Americans were
born to roam. In the time of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition,
1804 to 1806, America consisted
of the eastern seaboard and a
few inland states. The Louisiana
Purchase in 1803 expanded the
nation west and generated
an interest in exploring that
has never ceased, and yet
has altered with each new
generation to suit the latest
advances in transportation.

In fact, the sheer breadth of the
United States spurred many
early advances in transport.
In the mid-1800s, Easterners
packed up and headed west
in covered wagons, taking
advantage of the Homestead
Act that provided 150 acres to
anyone brave (or foolhardy)
enough to build a life far from
the culture and amenities of the
coastal cities. These folks figured
out the hard way that wagons
weren’t the best conveyance for
overland travel. Wheels broke
or mired in the mud. Oxen
tired. Mountains and marsh-
land impeded progress. There
had to be a better way.

Today, we take trains for
granted. But when the final
spike was driven in on May 10,
1869, joining the rails of the
First Transcontinental Railroad,
the United States finally became
accessible to anyone with money
for train fare. Now a passenger
could hop on in Baltimore and
arrive in San Francisco days or
weeks later, where it used to
take months of grueling effort.

Commerce played a role in the
history of transportation. Trains
hauled goods along the lines. So
too did ships and boats, which
used the rivers, Great Lakes
and oceans to freight goods and
passengers not only within the
continental United States but

abroad. Still, train and boat
travel were bound to fixed
routes, which limited access to
towns off lines and waterways.
So, again inventors put on their
thinking caps. This time they
reached for the sky.

Every American schoolchild
knows the story of Kitty Hawk,
how Wilbur and Orville Wright
took their Flyer for a 12-second,
sustained flight on December 17,
1903. That marked the beginning
of a race to conquer the air, and
ultimately space with the lunar
landing of 1969. Over the years,
airplanes have gotten bigger,
faster and more streamlined,
and though we have yet to see a
colony on Mars, we have an
orbiting space station that
continues to inspire the dream
of space travel.

Now that you know a smidge
about transportation history,
you’re probably wondering how
you can incorporate some of
that national romance into
your itinerary. A good place
to start is at the beginning.
You’ll find echoes of the old
pioneering spirit in Nebraska,
where you can spend a full day
on a wagon train and visit the
Great Platte River Road Archway
with its audiovisual-enhanced
exhibits recreating the history
of the Oregon, Mormon and
California Trails. Other Midwest
adventures spin your travelers
back in time with chuck
wagon dinners, campfires and
cowboy music.

Cars. You can’t talk American
transportation without a nod
to the automobile. The Midwest
guns the engines with a slew of
auto-loving museums. You can
see everything from standards
to collectibles: the Ford Model-
T, Indy pace cars, Kissel, Nash,
Corvette and one-of-a-kinds.
Also, don’t forget the smaller

members of the open road—the
motorcycle. Milwaukee boasts a
Harley-Davidson Museum that
offers the goods on Hogs, the
people who build them and the
people who ride them. And if
you love buses like we do,
you’ll want to check out the
Greyhound Bus Origin Center
in Hibbing, MN, the birthplace
of the American bus industry.

You can find museums and
attractions devoted to trac-
tors—coupled with tractor
demos, old time music and
food—Lionel toy trains, hot air
balloons, ships, subs, planes,
trains and spacecraft. Your
group can board a steam train
like those that helped settle
the west. They can also cable
up a hillside. The Western
Canada Aviation Museum houses
helicopters, jets, bushplanes
and commercial craft in an
authentic hangar. The Kansas
Cosmosphere and Space Center
has spacecraft from three
early manned space flights.
Other destinations provide an
all-around approach, with a
little of everything, including
fire trucks, a horse-drawn
hearse and a Pioneer-Zephyr
bullet train.

It’s easy to see why groups and
transportation go well together.
People who travel are people
interested in going places and
the things that help them get
there. Plus, where there are
vehicles there are opportunities
for adventure.

You see helicopters on TV. But
how many people have actually
ridden in one? You can with
Black Hills Aerial Adventures.
There are also opportunities for
your group to climb into the
cockpit of a jet fighter, to test
flight skills with an interactive
flight combat simulator and
to simulate 195 mile-per-hour

runs at a virtual reality
NASCAR speedway. Hold onto
your hats at Chicago Indoor
Racing, where your group
can experience European Kart
Racing in a 105,000 square-foot
interior space.

Nostalgia plays into the history
of transportation. Every year,
thousands of people journey to
Charles Lindberg’s childhood
home in Minnesota. Other
artifacts of pop culture that
have made their way to the
Midwest are the Captain
America bike from the movie
“Easy Rider” and the 1921
Oldsmobile truck used in the
original “Beverly Hillbillies”
TV series.

Many attractions are geared
directly for groups. Hot air bal-
loon excursions, dinner trains,
narrated historic cruises, trol-
ley rides and behind-the-scenes
rail yard tours often require
group participation, which puts
the motorcoach tour operator
in good company. You’ll have
tour packages to choose from
and coordinators familiar with
group traveler needs.

Best of all, you’ll be able to offer
your travelers an adventure
they might not have if they
went on their own. An example?
How about an opportunity to
go behind the scenes with
the Kansas Speedway Track
Tour and watch the pit crews
at work? Other examples? A
specially arranged tour of
“Doc”, a B-29 currently under-
going restoration, which when
finished will be one of the only
flyable B-29s in the world.
A post-tour performance in a
depot theater. A scenic railroad
trip into parts of the Ozark
foothills inaccessible by car.
And there’s more. So, climb
aboard, set sail, and take
flight with planes, trains and
automobiles.
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Mary Jane Oard, manager
of the Abilene and Smoky
Valley Dinner Train in Kansas
says; “There are not that
many trains you can ride on
anymore.” And she’s right. As
the opportunity to experience
real train rides falls into
obscurity, the number of people
longing for that very special
excitement increases daily.
Stan Rauch knows that. He is
the manager of Historic Prairie
Village in eastern South Dakota
where they have been giving
school children train rides for
48 years! “I can’t say enough
about the enjoyment factor of
riding trains. Rail enthusiasts
of all ages love the whole
sensation… The way it rattles
back and forth on the tracks,
the bump and grind of it.”
And it’s not just school children
flocking to Prairie Village.
Thousands of adults come to
enjoy the full size railroad, his-
toric depot, working carousel
and more. While real train rides
are offered for as little as $4
per person (group rate), dinner
train options offered only
during the annual Steam
Threshers Jamboree are
quickly sold out.

If dining while rattling
over tracks appeals, you need
not wait for Jamboree Days.
Dinner Trains throughout the

Midwest still provide passen-
gers a luxurious ride and
elegant dining experience.
The Fremont Dinner Train in
Nebraska has been operating
for 22 years. Bruce Eveland
knew what he was doing
when re-creating a 1940’s
Big Band era experience in
Freemont. He learned early
on that the 1940’s music
fits the train
well, so he’s
giving the
rail fans
what they
want. Groups
are offered
live enter-
t a i n m e n t
with such
themes as WWII USO show,
Murder Mystery, Wine Tasting,
or a Melodrama where the
audience is encouraged to boo
and hiss at the villain. So much
fun! The train also has a lounge
car where old train themed
movies play! The period re-
creation “works well with all
ages.” Says Eveland. Catering
to tour operators is a mainstay
of the Fremont, as it is for many
of the dinner trains.

Consider taking your
group to the Black Hills
and include a trip back in
time aboard the authentic
1880 Train. Located near Mt.

Rushmore National Monument,
the locomotive offers a western
experience unlike any other.
Or learn the history of the
Ozark foothills as you cross
bridges and trestles, and pass
through tunnels on the 40-mile
excursion of the Branson
Scenic Railroad in Missouri.
One of the most popular rail
rides in North America is the

Sault Ste.
Marie-Agawa
Canyon Tour
Train origi-
nating in the
U p p e r
Peninsu la .
This one-day
wi lderness
trip treats you

to towering trestles, pristine
lakes and rivers and awesome
granite rock formations as
well as mixed forests of the
Canadian Shield. Your group
can opt for scenic walks on
graveled trials, four waterfalls
or an invigorating climb to a
breathtaking lookout platform
250 feet above the tracks.

Often train destinations
will work with groups to make
your visit the best possible. “We
can pretty much build a train
to fit their needs”, says Fenner
Stevenson of The Boone and
Scenic Valley RR & Museum.
Iowa’s only dinner train “will

charter trains for groups of
25 or more and can go out at
times other than the regularly
scheduled routes” reports
Stevenson. Operating since
the fall of 1983, Stevenson is
proud of the variety of offerings
Boone has and large number of
people it serves. And they do
it well. It is not unusual for
400 people to be onboard when
the train leaves the station, and
yet it never feels crowded.
Expressing what so many
managers told me, Stevenson
says, “We want to make sure
our groups are taken care of.”

These tips will make
‘training’ your group even
better; Ask about time. Do
they include boarding and
clean out as part of the travel
time? What does Wheelchair
accessibility mean? Is there a
gift shop? Taking home a train
whistle or engineers hat might
be just the perfect souvenir
from your unforgettable
experience. Are they willing to
do something special for your
motorcoach group? Flexibility
in time of departure, length of
ride, or menu offerings may
be available. And of course,
discounts abound for groups
wanting to ride the rails.
Groups love being trained. And
as Oard points out, “that’s what
it’s all about.”

Training Your Group...
For a Memorable Experience

Just what is it about trains?

In a time when most of us have cars and can pretty much drive to wherever we want to go, there is no longer a need to use trains for
personal transportation. And yet, most of us look at trains with longing, nostalgia, and even romance. I just love that scene from the

movie White Christmas where they are on the train. Sleeping berths, dining cars, and all that singing, just makes me want to ride a train.
Even those of us who can recall the experience of taking a train to visit grandma, or get to some other destination, will likely agree, the
train is an experience that tugs at our heartstrings. What IS it about trains?

8

profile BY KATHLEEN SOMERS

Boone Scenic Valley
Railroad - Iowa

Agawa Canyon Tour Train
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explore more planes, trains & automobiles in illinois

GALENA
As you enter one of the prettiest towns in America be on the lookout for the cherry red Cable Car Trolleys. Galena Trolley Tours offers
historically and architecturally narrated tours. Enjoy beautiful views as well as wonderful photo opportunities. The vehicles are
open-air replicas of the original Cable Car as well as an air-conditioned executive coach. After your tour, relax in the Depot Theater,
with seating for 135 people in an attractive setting of an old-fashioned riverboat. “Visitors come from all over the world. When
they leave with a smile and a warm feeling, we know they will come back again.” 877-464-2536. (See location on map below)

belleville, bloomington,
champaign, chicago, dixon,
east dubuque, galena, hanover,
kewanee, la salle, marshall,
moline, monee, mt carroll,
mt morris, peoria, rochelle,
rockford, savanna, springfield,
st. charles, stockton, thomson

august
• 150th Annual Jo Daviess County Fair

August 1, Warren 888-442-5362
• Kite Festival at the Chicago Botanical Garden

August 7-8, Glencoe 847-853-5440
• Illinois State Fair

August 13-22, Springfield 217-782-6661
• 43rd Annual Willow Folk Festival

August 14-15, Stockton 877-464-2536
• Chicago Air and Water Show

August 14-15, Chicago 877-244-2246
• Tall Ships 2010 Aug 24-29, Chicago 312-567-8500

september
• International Route 66 Mother Road Festival

September 24-26, Springfield 800-545-7300
• Quad Cities Hot Air Balloon Fest

September 24-26, Moline 309-277-0937
• 40th Annual Warren Pumpkin Festival

September 25-26, Warren 877-464-2536
• Illinois Wine and Art Festival

September 25-26, Whittington 800-661-9998

october
• Long Grove’s Annual Apple Festival

October 1-3, Long Grove 847-634-0888
• Galena Country Fair Oct 9, Galena 877-464-2536
• St. Charles Scarecrow Festival

October 8-10, St. Charles 800-777-4373
• Barn Burner BBQ

October 15-16, Libertyville 847-362-4636
• Ghost Train & Haunted Boxcar

Oct 22-24 & 29-30, Monticello 217-762-9011

november
• 26th Nouveau Wine Festival

November 19-20, Galena 877-464-2536
• 40th Annual Way of Lights at

The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
Nov 19-Jan 2, 2011, Belleville 800-682-2879

• Christkindlmarket
Nov 24-Dec 24, Chicago 312-567-8571

• Candlelight Tours
Nov 26-Dec 31, Clinton 217-935-6066

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

illinois cities

calendar of events

Mile after Magnificent Mile.

Galena Jo Daviess County
Convention & Visitors Bureau
101 Bouthillier Street . . . . .888-4-GALENA
Galena, IL 61036 / sales@galena.org
www.galena.org/motorcoach
The destination boasts a wide variety of lodging
options to match any budget, along with plenty
of low cost attractions and tours. Take a self-
guided walking tour, stroll colorful gardens, visit
historic sites, or tour a vineyard!

directory & map

Addison, Chicago Indoor Racing – Chicagoland’s most
exciting indoor European Kart Racing and entertainment
facility with 105,000 square feet of space, featuring
CyberSport, a multiplayer game that blends bumper cars,
lacrosse and basketball into an alternative to racing for groups
of 10 to 400. With swanky adjacent lounge space, it is the
perfect place for your next event! 847-941-9400

Altamont, Ben Winter’s Stem Engine Museum – Antique
locomotives, steam-driven tractors and an enormous
stationery steam engine. A model train layout in the loft is a
new feature. Also ride through the orchards in one of Ben’s
miniature trains. 618-483-6665

Arcola, The Arcola Historic Train Depot and Information
Center – Built in 1885 this once train depot is now a historic
museum showcasing Illinois railroad memorabilia, Arcola
relics, a Louis Klein collection of antique brooms, and Raggedy
Ann & Andy dolls, whose birthplace is in Arcola. 217-268-4530

Effingham, My Garage Museum Collection – Mike Yager
has spent his lifetime collecting one-of-a-kind cars and
memorabilia to display in his company museum. The
museum’s various display cars include Indy pace cars, the last
C-4, corvettes and more! 866-350-4543

Fairmont City, Gateway Classic Cars, Antiques and
Treasures – This combination dealership and museum is one
of the biggest in the country. Car enthusiasts will love looking
at everything from Model T’s to muscle cars, and then shopping
at the attached mall filled with car related wares. 800-231-3616

Roscoe, Historic Auto Attractions – Travel through this
unique display where entertainment meets history in a collection
of artifacts representing American culture. Many themes,
including Famous Cars & Stars, Kennedy Day in Dallas,
Gangsterland, Movieland, TV Land & much more. 815-389-7917

Sugar Grove, Air Classics Museum of Aviation – Vintage
military and training displays from times gone by. Guests can
sit in the cockpit of an A-7 that was in the Gulf War, and a
UH-1 Huey Helicopter. They also have aviation uniforms and
vintage memorabilia. 630-466-0888

Union, Illinois Railway Museum – This award-winning museum
commemorates our railways with electric cars, steam trains, and
diesel trains. Motor and trolley buses operate throughout the
grounds. This famous museum was used for filming the popular
film “A League of Their Own”. 800-BIG-RAIL

Galena
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amana, ames, anamosa,
balltown, bankston, bellevue,
burlington, cedar rapids,
clinton, council bluffs,
decorah, davenport, des moines,
dubuque, dyersville, guttenberg,
independence, iowa city,
maquoketa, mason city, mcgregor,
sioux city, urbandale, waterloo

Anamosa, National Motorcycle Museum – See more than
200 rare and vintage motorcycles dating back to 1903, along
with thousands of photos and motorcycle memorabilia. Home
of the original Captain America bike from the 1969 movie
“Easy Rider.” Visit the Museum’s gift shop for a souvenir to
take home. 319-462-3925

Boone, Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad & Museum –
Turkeys, deer, bald eagles...you never know what you may
encounter on your ride through the picturesque Des Moines
River Valley. Travel from Boone to the old mining town of
Fraser (and return) in 1920’s era coach cars. Experience what
it was like to ride the rails in a caboose. Or, get an unparalleled
view of the river valley from our popular open-air car.
800-626-0319

Colfax, Trainland USA – An operating toy train museum with
displays of Lionel trains and accessories. This exhibit represents
three eras of time; frontier, steam, and diesel. The display area
is the size of two average ranch style homes. The center
section is the frontier and steam era, while the outside is
diesel, which runs from coast to coast. All scenery is hand
painted and the entire layout is glass enclosed. 515-674-3813

Council Bluffs, Velocity Indoor Karting – At Joe’s Karting,
they strive to offer their customers a venue that is both
affordable and fun. They are the first truly professional indoor
karting venue in Council Bluffs, Iowa and the Omaha metro

area. The staff has a rich corporate background and is very
familiar with the needs and expectations of companies and
corporate events. They also specialize in smaller private
parties and groups. The Hot Laps Sessions are perfect for
groups who want to come in and experience the competition,
thrills, adrenaline, and excitement or racing in a convenient,
accessible, and affordable package. 712-256-5278

Greenfield, Iowa Aviation Museum – They celebrate Iowa’s
remarkable aviation heritage. The museum has eleven civil
aircraft on display, including some rare examples of early
flying machines from the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s. Home to
two military aircraft, an A-7 Corsair jet and a Huey Cobra
helicopter, both used in the Vietnam War, and donated to
the museum by the Iowa National Guard. They stand as a
tribute to Iowa men and women who have served in the
military. 641-343-7184

Walcott, Iowa 80 Trucking Museum – Iowa 80 Truckstop
founder, Bill Moon, started the Iowa 80 Trucking Museum
collection. He had a passion for trucks and was always
looking for a new truck or trucking artifacts to add to his
collection. There are now over 100 antique trucks in the
collection with 30 of these on display in the museum at any
given time. Plus see the new exhibit on vintage electric trucks
to educate the public on the history and origins of electric
vehicles. 563-468-5500

Dubuque - Fenelon Place Elevator Company
The Fenelon Place elevator is described as the world’s shortest, steepest scenic railway, 296 feet in length, elevating passengers
189 feet from Fourth Street to Fenelon Place. Where you will see a magnificent view of the historic Dubuque business district,
the Mississippi River and three states, and hear the interesting history behind this unique elevator. It goes like this: In 1882,
Dubuque was an hour and a half town - at noon everything shut down for an hour and a half when everyone went home to
dinner. Mr. J. K. Graves, a former mayor, former State Senator, promoter of mines and a banker lived on top of the bluffs and
worked at the bottom. Unfortunately, he had to spend half an hour driving his horse and buggy round the bluff to get to the top
and another half an hour to return downtown, even though his bank was only two and a half blocks away. As a traveler he had
seen incline railways in Europe and decided that a cable car would solve his problem. He petitioned the city for the right to build.
The franchise was granted on June 5, 1882. 563-582-6496 (See location on map, page 14)

august
• Hooverfest

August 7, West Branch 319-643-5327
• 50th Annual Knoxville Nationals

August 11-14, Knoxville 641-842-5431
• Iowa State Fair

August 12-22, Des Moines 800-545-3247
• 26th Annual Show & Shine Car Show

August 14, Manning 712-655-3541
• Bentonsport Country Music Jam

August 21, Bentonsport 319-592-3579
• WoodFest

August 27-29, Amana 800-579-2294

september
• Apple Grass Bluegrass Festival

Sept 4-5, Council Bluffs 800-228-6878 x109
• Dubuque Dragon Boat

September 11-12, Dubuque 563-556-7518
• Fields of Flight Hot Air Balloon Festival

Sept 11-13, Council Bluffs 800-228-6878 x109
• Hot Air Balloon Days

September 17-19, Creston 641-782-7021
• Railroad Days

September 18, Marquette 800-896-0910
• Fly Iowa 2010 –

Celebrating 100 Years of Iowa-Powered Flight
September 18-19, Burlington 319-752-3430

• Riverssance Festival of Fine Art
September 18-19, Davenport 309-786-2430

• Honey Fest
September 19, Cedar Rapids 319-362-0664

• 20th Annual German Fest
September 24-25, Guttenburg 877-252-2323

october
• Tri-States Chili Cookoff

October 2, Dubuque 563-557-8159
• World Food Festival

October 8-10, Des Moines 800-451-2625
• Madison County Covered Bridge Festival

October 9-10, Madison 800-268-6119
• “Blithe Spirit”

October 21-November 14, Amana 800-352-6262

november
• 8th Annual Rivers & Bluffs Birding Festival

November 13-15, Lansing 800-824-1424
• Quad City Arts Festival of Trees

November 19-28, Davenport 309-793-1213
• Weihnachtsfest

November 26, Manning 712-655-3131
• Santa Express Trains

at the Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad
November 27 & 30, Boone 515-432-3342

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in iowa

iowa cities

calendar of events

Life Changing
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Life Changing
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Read ITINERARIES Midwest Online.
Ads hotlinked to websites.
www.itinerariesmidwest.com

day one
9 – 10:30 am
Start the day with a tour of the Western
Historic Trails Center and watch “Building the
Transcontinental Railroad” in the theater.
10:30 – 12:00 pm
See a house on the Underground Railroad, the
Todd House. Built in 1853 by the Rev. John Todd,
this house had a cellar filled with boxes of clothing,
ammunition, muskets, sabers, and rifles.
12 – 1:00 pm
Stop for lunch at PJ’s at the Depot, a restaurant
located in a historic Rock Island Depot.
1 – 2:15 pm
See this cabin of the Underground Railroad, and
travel down the underground cave to better
understand what the remarkable flight from slavery
entailed at the Mayhew Cabin.
2:15 – 4:30 pm
Travel to Hitchcock House, built in 1856 by Rev.
George Hitchcock. The secret room in the basement
was used to hide runaway slaves on the
Underground Railroad.
4:30 – 7:00 pm
Freshen up for dinner at Tish’s, with a private room
for groups. This is a locally owned favorite.

day two
9 – 10:00 am
View this restored 1899 Rock Island Depot, and its
many railroad artifacts as well as their outdoor
railcar display at RailsWest Museum.
10 – 11:00 am
Union Pacific Railroad Museum is housed in the
former 1930 Carnegie Library, holding one of the
oldest corporate railroad collections in the nation.

11 – 1:00 pm
Enjoy a guided tour of the Dodge House; the
Victorian home of General Grenville Dodge. He was
dubbed the “greatest railroad builder of all time”.
Enjoy lunch in the third floor ballroom.
1 – 2:00 pm
Take a look at “two of the greatest locomotives ever
to power the Union Pacific Railroad,” Union Pacific
Big Boy #4023 and Union Pacific Centennial
#6900 at Kennefick Park. Kennefick Park is next to
Omaha’s Lauritzen Gardens. Take some ‘time to

smell the flowers’ while you’re there.
2 – 4:00 pm
Your last stop is at the Durham Museum, where
beautiful architecture blends with memories of a
time gone by, housed in Omaha’s Union Station.

For more information or to customize this
sample itinerary for your group please contact
your tour operator or Chrissy Caniglia at Council
Bluffs CVB, 800-228-6878 ext 109 or email
ccaniglia@councilbluffsiowa.com.

Railroads Over and Under
This sample itinerary is best anytime of the year!

Todd House Dodge House

Hitchcock House

ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:10 PM  Page 13



Life Changing Read ITINERARIES Midwest Online.
Ads hotlinked to websites.

www.itinerariesmidwest.com

W e invite you to tour the unique offerings
of Manning Heritage Park, a beautiful

and unique attraction located in West Central
Iowa. The three jewels of the site include the
350-year-old authentic German Hausbarn, the
early 20th century American Bungalow style
home and farmstead, and the beautifully
preserved historic Trinity Church,
which was recently moved from its
decades-long home in the middle of
the country.

They have built a reputation of
providing guests with an enjoyable
experience that has been described
time and time again as “just like a
mini-tour of Germany.”

In addition to the historic attractions,
Manning Heritage Park also has a modern
Konferenz Center, a dining room with a
beautifully crafted stone fireplace and the
quaint Roten Bär Tavern and the Schön
Herzen Gift Shop.

Also, the parking accommodations are gener-
ous, which gives easy access to large tour
busses. For more information please call 712-
655-3131 or visit www.germanhausbarn.com.

14 I T I N E R A R I E S M I D W E S T FA L L 2 0 0 9 1 - 8 7 7 - 8 3 2 - 7 2 6 7

MANNING
HERITAGE PARK
(German Hausbarn)

In 1978 we opened the first Machine Shed Restaurant on the outskirts of
Davenport, IA. We started with a powerful commitment, a five-word

constitution: “Dedicated to the American Farmer”. That dedication meant
that we worked hard to have a restaurant that wasn’t just “farm themed”
but would be something that farmers could be proud of. We began by, and
continue to use only the best beef, pork and poultry. We cook from scratch,
using fresh ingredients and we still peel our potatoes ourselves.

Through the years The Machine Shed Restaurants have sprung up around
the Midwest and have earned a bushel full of awards. We’ve been honored by
the National Pork Producers Council, Beef Industry Council, National Dairy
Association, and countless others.

The Machine Shed is a great place to sit down, relax
and enjoy a great meal. We combine a unique, casual
atmosphere with the best cooking around. We’ll work
with you to design a perfect menu for your guests.
Our banquet menu is available on our website at
www.machineshed.com. There’s a lot to choose from,
and what you don’t see, we can probably do that too!
Call and let us make arrangements for you today! (See
advertisement on page 59)

hot
STOP

directory & map

hot
STOP THE MACHINE SHED

A Restaurant Honoring the American Farmer®

Dubuque

Manning Heritage Park

attractions
Manning Hausbarn-Heritage Park
12196 311th Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-655-3131
Manning, Iowa 51455
www.germanhausbarn.com
Take our guided tour of all three attractions; authentic
Hausbarn, historic farmstead and church. We provide groups
with an enjoyable experience that has been described time
and time again as ‘just like a mini-tour of Germany”.

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers
Council Bluff CVB . . 800-228-6878 Ext 109
7 North 6th Street – Council Bluffs, IA 51502
www.councilbluffscvb.com / ccaniglia@councilbluffsiowa.com
We have an abundance of history, unique attractions,
entertainment, and quality events and activities. Gaming,
sporting events, museums, historical sites, nature, annual
festivals, performing arts facilities, world-class dining, and
comfortable lodging await your reservation.

restaurants
Iowa Machine Shed . . . . . . . . . . . 515-270-6818
11151 Hickman Rd (1-80 & 35, exit 125)
Urbandale, IA 50322 / www.machineshed.com
Real People, Real Food, Real Memories. Known for it’s farm
themed interior, fresh ingredients and made from scratch dishes.
It’s food that fits each season and connects us to the Midwest.
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explore more planes, trains & automobiles in kansas

july
• Dodge City Days

July 30-August 8, Dodge City 620-227-3119

august
• High Noon Gunfight

August 7, Dodge City 620-227-8188
• Herzogfest Aug 13-14, Victoria 785-735-2352
• Civil War on the Western Frontier

August 14-22, Lawrence 785-865-4499
• Hot Air Balloon Classic

August 27-29, Garden City 800-879-9803

september
• Kansas Renaissance

Sept 4-Oct 17, Bonner Springs 800-373-0357
• Great Plains Huff & Puff Balloon Rally

September 10-12, Topeka 785-554-2003
• Kansas State Fair

September 10-19, Hutchinson 800-362-3247
• Fiesta Sept 14-16, Garden City 620-276-3264
• Midwest Deutsche Oktoberfest

September 18-19, Hays 785-625-5394
• 7th Annual Bald Eagle Rendezvous

September 23-25, Lecompton 785-887-6520
• McPherson Scottish Festival

September 25-26, McPherson 800-324-8022

october
• OZtoberfest Oct 3-4, Wamego 866-458-8686
• Maple Leaf Festival Baldwin

October 16-17, 785-594-7564
• 13th Annual Blues Masters at the Crossroads

October 22-23, Salina 800-716-3553
• Neewollah Festival

October 22-30, Independence 800-882-3606

november
• Cattlemen’s Day Nov 6, Eureka 620-583-5838
• TARC Winter Wonderland

Nov 20-Dec 31, Topeka 785-232-0597
• Winter Wonderland – Ignite Augusta

Nov 25-Dec 31, Augusta 316-775-6339
• Irving Berlin’s White Christmas

Nov 26-Dec 19, Topeka 785-357-5211
• 60th Annual Christmas City of the High Plains

Nov 27-Jan 1, WaKeeney 877-962-7248

december
• Lawrence Old Fashioned Christmas Parade

December 5, Lawrence

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

kansas cities

calendar of events

As Big As You Think

Wichita “Air Capital of the World”
Known as the “Air Capital of the World” Wichita is bound closely to aircraft manufacturing. Tour the Kansas Aviation Museum,
housing approximately 40 historically significant aircraft. Some have been fully restored while others are pending restoration.
Some especially notable airplanes include: Beech Starship, Boeing B-52 Stratofortress, 1934 Model 73 Stearman Trainer, KC
135E Refueling tanker, and 1927 Laird Swallow.

Climb the 1941 control tower for a birds-eye view of the surrounding area. Or, with prior arrangement, investigate the
wide-ranging archive of more than 200,000 photographs, documents, books and aviation-related memorabilia.

Arrangements can also be made through Go Wichita to tour Hawker Beechcraft – which requires headsets and safety glasses,
provided by Go Wichita. Or “Doc” - The B-29 Restoration Project - Originally built at The Boeing Company during World War II,
“Doc” was part of a squadron known as Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Volunteers are restoring this superfortress to flying
condition. When complete it will be one of only a handful of flyable B-29s. 800-288-9424, Ext 102. (See location on map below)

Wichita

directory & map

Lindsborg Convention & Visitors Bureau
Lindsborg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 888-227-2227

Baldwin City, The Midland Railway – Operates excursion
trains on a line originally constructed in 1867. Train rides
feature an over-20-mile round trip from Baldwin City via
“Norwood, Kansas” to Ottawa Junction, Kansas, traveling
through scenic Eastern Kansas farmland and woods via
vintage railway equipment. Join us for a train ride -- bring the
whole bus! They are in easy reach of Kansas City, Overland
Park, Olathe and Lawrence, KS. 913-721-1211

El Dorado, Flint Hills Overland Wagon Train – Before there
were planes, trains and automobiles, there were ‘wagon
trains’. Take this participatory covered wagon trip. Enjoy trails
on the Tallgrass Prairie. Enjoy the music and cowboy poetry
after a long day’s ride and learn the history of the cowboy.
Eat a chuckwagon-style dinner and sing around the campfire.
Weekend Trips. 308- 586-1850

Hutchinson, Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center –
A wonderful place for groups interested in unique experiences.
Explore Justice Planetarium, the IMAX Dome Theater, and
the Hall of Space Museum. This museum is one of only
three museums in the world to display flown spacecraft from
all three early-manned American space programs – Mercury
(Liberty Bell 7), Gemini (Gemini 10) and Apollo (Apollo 13).
800-397-0330

Kansas City, Kansas City Speedway – Want to take your
group on a really racy adventure? Bring your group to
Kansas Speedway, the premiere racing facility in the Midwest.
Your group can have the opportunity to go behind the scenes

with a Kansas Speedway Track Tour. Check out the garage
area where pit crews are hard at work during race weekend
trying to earn a view from Victory Lane. Check out the view
from the Presidential Suite, stand where the spotters stand -
on the roof, and finish where the winners finish - in Gatorade
Victory Lane, plus much more! Schedule your tour and witness
everything there is to see at Kansas Speedway. 866-460-RACE

Topeka, Topeka Combat Air Museum – Military aviation
museum with 30 historic aircraft exhibits and related artifacts.
It is one of a handful of major aviation museums in the United
States located on an active airfield. Visitors to this museum are
regularly treated to flying activities of Air Force fighter aircraft
and Army helicopter operations. Venture through two hangars
full of historic military aircraft and exhibits, dating from WWI
to the present. 785-862-3303

abilene, bonner springs, chanute,
council grove, dodge city,
emporia, fort scott, hays,
hutchinson, independence,
junction city, kansas city,
lawrence, leavenworth,
liberal, lindsborg, manhattan,
mcpherson, newton, pittsburg,
russell, salina, topeka,
washington, wichita
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albert lea, alexandria, austin,
bemidji, bloomington, chanhassen,
eagan, faribault, grand portage,
harmony, minneapolis, morton,
park rapids, plymouth, owatonna,
roseville, saint paul, st. cloud,
stillwater, willmar

Alexandria, Andes Tower Hills – Your group is in for a
treat with three great attractions in one stop, hosted by the
Anderson family! Tour Paul Anderson’s Personal Museum;
a collection of restored cars, tractors, and memorabilia. Then
take a ride through beautiful wooded hills on their Covered
Wagon to the Anderson’s Dinner Show - more entertainment
than you can image! Plus, Mary’s living room which houses
over 100 collector dolls and a range of miniature electrically
powered toys and displays. 877-542-6337

Austin, Mower County Historical Society – Exhibits include
steam locomotive, passenger and baggage cars, caboose,
telephone museum, Depot, fire-fighting museum with early-
motorized trucks, and much more! 507-437-6082

Bloomington, NASCAR Silicon Motor Speedway – Do you
have a need for speed? If so, head to a virtual reality NASCAR
race driving venue. The roar of 700 horsepower engines and
195 mile per hour speeds are all part of this electrifying, high
tech indoor stock car racing competition. Located in the Mall
of America. 952-854-7700

Currie, End-O-Line Railroad Park & Museum – Hear the
puffing and chugging accented by the steam whistle, bell and
the hiss of steam. You will think that time has been turned
back during your visit. See a model railroad display, in HO
scale. 507-763-3708

East Grand Forks, Northern Lights Railroad Museum –
The museum was conceived in 1977 by John Cummings. John
started out by collecting Lionel and HO scale model trains and
he looked to meet with others to trade, swap, and run trains.
View a telegraph office, historical memorabilia, motorcar and
other equipment. 218-773-1726

Little Falls, Charles A Lindbergh Historic Site – Charles A
Lindbergh’s 1927 flight across the Atlantic brought him instant
fame and inspired an aviation revolution. Your group can view
exhibits, photographs and artifacts, many of them never before
publicly displayed. Plus, step inside a full-scale replica of the
Spirit of St. Louis cockpit and envision flying across the
Atlantic. 320-616-5421

Minneapolis, Como-Harriet Streetcar Line – Step back in
time aboard restored Twin City Lines streetcars No. 322 and
No. 1300 and Duluth streetcar No. 265. They run on a segment
of the original Como-Harriet Streetcar Line, once part of a 523-
mile system using more than 1,000 streetcars that criss-crossed
the Twin Cities. Enjoy a scenic trip through lovely parkland
between Lakes Harriet & Calhoun, or use it to get around the
area. 952-922-1096

Saint Paul, Minnesota Transportation Museum – They are
constantly evolving. Come experience any one of their
interactive exhibits, take a train, caboose, or bus ride at
the Jacskon Street Roundhouse, Osceola & St. Croix Valley
Railway, Classic Buses, or Minnehaha Depot. Enjoy the
memories of days gone by. 651-228-0263

Stillwater, Stillwater Trolley Company – Enjoy a 45-50
minute fully narrated tour of Minnesota’s oldest town,
Stillwater. Most of the tour is up in the hills where all the
old lumber barons’ mansions were built between 1850 and
1915, which makes for picturesque views! 651-430-0352

Worthington, Spomer Classics – View one of the finest
Automotive Collections in the upper Midwest. They feature
classic autos, automotive memorabilia and porcelain/neon
dealership signs. A sure blast from the past! 507-376-9557

The Fillmore County History Center
& Genealogy Library, Historic Bluff Country

Located at the start of the Root River Recreational Trail in Fountain, Minnesota. The History Center is home to one of Southern
Minnesota’s largest collection of antique, agricultural equipment, from vintage tractors to rare handmade wooden tools.
The History Center also features a variety of rooms accenting different settings throughout time including a turn-of-the-
century newspaper office and a country kitchen, an old-fashioned doll and toy display as well as Native American artifacts.
Go back in time as you travel through the Agricultural Buildings and Textile Exhibits. See the Oliver Tractor Collection and a 1932
Model “T” Sky Scout airplane. 800-428-2030 (See location on map, page 34)

august
• The Dead Sea Scrolls Now through Oct 24,

Science Museum of MN 651-221-9444
• Freeborn County Fair

August 3-8, Albert Lea 507-373-6965
• Minnesota Fringe Festival

August 5-15, Minneapolis 612-872-1212
• “All Shook Up” August 6-January 29,

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 952-934-1547
• Mower County Fair

August 10-15, Austin 507-433-1868
• “Wicked” August 11-September 19,

Orpheum Theatre 612-373-5682
• Rendezvous Days

August 13-15, Grand Portage 218-475-2401
• Steele County Free Fair

August 17-22, Owatonna 800-423-6466
• Minnesota Renaissance Festival

Aug 21-Oct 3/Wknds, Shakopee 800-966-8215
• Minnesota State Fair

August 26-September 6, Saint Paul 651-632-2689
• Big Island Barbeque

August 27-28, Albert Lea 800-345-8414

september
• King of Trails Market Day

September 11, Lake Benton 507-368-9577
• Mankato 38th Annual Powwow

September 17-19, Mankato 952-496-6120
• Faribault Area Balloon Rally

September 18, Faribault 507-334-4381
• King Turkey Days

September 18, Worthington 800-279-2919
• CulturFest Sept 25, Owatonna 800-423-6466

october
• Big Island Rendezvous and Festival

October 2-3, Albert Lea 800-658-2526
• Johnny Appleseed Days Festival

October 2-3, Lake City 651-345-4123
• Stillwater Harvest Fest & Pumpkin Weigh Off

October 9, Stillwater 651-351-0422
• Upper Midwest Glass and Pottery Show

October 23-24, Bloomington 651-770-1567

november
• “Away in the Basement – A Church Basement

Ladies Christmas” November 4-January 16,
Plymouth Playhouse 763-383-1073

• Saint Martin’s Day Celebration
November 7, Saint Paul 651-292-3225

• Beneath the Village Wreath
November 19, Morton 507-697-6912

• Glows Parade Nov 19, Fairmont 800-657-3280
• Hormel Historic Home 23rd Annual Christmas

Open House Nov 19-22, Austin 507-433-4243
• Holidazzle Parade

Nov 26-Dec 19, Minneapolis 612-376-7669

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in minnesota

minnesota cities

calendar of events

Explore Minnesota

For a complete list of MN cities & events
please visit www.itinerariesmidwest.com.
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This sample itinerary can be customized for anytime of
the year!

9 – 10:00 am
Start your morning at the Minnesota Air National
Guard Museum (located at the Mpls/St. Paul Int’l
Airport). The museum boasts the largest collection of
military aircraft in the five state region. The Museum
Airpark displays about 20 different aircraft including
fighters, transports, trainers and helicopters. The indoor
exhibit includes a chronology of the history of the MN
Air National Guard, several aircraft training simulators,
and an ejection seat from an F-4 along with numerous
aircraft engines.
10 – 11:30 am
Next stop is a visit to the Bud Lutz Backyard Railroad
located in Eagan. The Lutz Railroad Garden started with
a flat backyard and the vision of Bud and Ayako. In
1978 the original waterfall, river, bridge and pond were
built and the journey began. Since that time, many
flowerbeds have been added with flowers blooming
spring through summer, starting with the Magnolias
and Peonies. Several water features, such as the Deer
Chaser from Thailand and the Bubble fountain, add to
the sounds of the garden. The Bubble fountain propels
the waterwheel, which then animates the whimsical
man cutting wood and woman washing clothes. In

2000, the building of the railroad began. A G-scale train
goes through the town, with a granite retaining wall
serving as the town’s base and a second waterfall
trickles nearby. Hand made railroad ties, trestles and
bridges add to the charm.
11:30 – 2:00 pm
Now you’ll head east to the St. Croix Vineyards & Winery.
Located just west of Stillwater, Minnesota, this winery
offers complimentary wine tasting (11 offerings) in a
restored century old barn. Feel free to stroll through their
picturesque vineyard. During apple harvest, Aamodt’s
Apple Orchard is located right next door. Don’t forget
to pick up some famous Minnesota Honeycrisp apples!
2 – 4:00 pm
Enjoy an afternoon on a Padelford Riverboat! Spot
bald eagles, egrets and falcons as you travel back in
time from Saint Paul’s bustling downtown harbor
through the Mississippi National Great River Park.
Sites along the way include Pig’s Eye’s Cave, Fort
Snelling, Pike Island and the timeless splendor of the
Mississippi River.

For more information or to customize this sample
itinerary for your group please contact your tour
operator or Denise Olsen at 651-675-5542 or
denise@eaganmn.com. Don’t forget - $250 Cash
Rebate with 20 or more rooms booked in Eagan!

Planes & Trains & Automobiles
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10 – 12:00 pm
Partake in the Down in History Tours famous tour,
The Saint Paul Gangster Tour. Guides toting Tommy
Guns will take your group to famous gangster crime
sites, hide-a-ways, speakeasies and gathering spots,
many of which have changed little since the 1930s.

Stops include Ma Barker’s home, Dillinger’s apartment,
nightclubs and locations of infamous robberies,
shoot-outs and murders.
12 – 1:00 pm
Walk to Grumpy Steve’s Coffee for a special lunch,
which features a sandwich, chips, and a coffee or
soda for one low price. Featuring tea, Italian sodas,
smoothies and old-fashioned soda pops.
1 – 2:30 pm
Partake in the Ordway Center for the Performing
Arts Building Tour. The Ordway joins the Saint Paul
Chamber Orchestra, The Minnesota Opera, and the
Schubert Club in a unique Arts Partnership and
provides a home to its Arts Partners. Learn more
about Ordway Center with a building tour. View the
levels of the building, including the Main Hall,
McKnight Theatre, and both stages. Perfect to do after
a matinee or an evening performance.
2:30 – 5:30 pm
Travel back in time on a Magical History Tour™!
Ride a Segway as you enjoy the history of the
Minneapolis Riverfront area from 10,000 BC to
present, without breaking a sweat. Let the Segway do
the work as you cover several miles accompanied by
a professional guide. Allow your guide to assist you in
experiencing various eras of the Mississippi River

while stopping frequently at historical sites.
5:30 – 8:00 pm
Take a narrated cruise on the Mississippi River through
downtown Minneapolis, locking through the Upper
St. Anthony Falls on Paradise Cruises & Minneapolis
Queen. Enjoy the beautiful Minneapolis skyline and
views of the new 35W bridge while enjoying a pizza
buffet and happy hour drink specials.
8:00 – 10:00 pm
The show starts at the front door when guests arrive
at the Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, the nation’s
largest professional dinner theater. Be thrilled, be
charmed, and be entertained. It is one of the few
theaters in the Twin Cities to have facilities on site to
create productions from scratch. From the initial
concepts of scenic design down to the production of
original costume designs -- everything is done right
there. A full wait staff serves dinner before the show
and is available as an option for your group.

For more information or to customize this sample
itinerary for your group please contact your tour
operator or Down In History Tours, 651-292-1220;
Paradise Charter Cruises & Minneapolis Queen,
888-559-8058; and Chanhassen Dinner Theatres,
800-355-6273.

A Little Fun with History, Arts, Sites and Theatre
This sample itinerary can be customized for anytime of the year!

Ordway Center for the Performing Arts
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Now through October 24, 2010

The Science Museum of Minnesota is one of
only a few museums in the United States to

host some of the earliest Biblical writings in
human history. The Dead Sea Scrolls exhibition
offers visitors an exclusive chance to explore
one of the greatest archaeological discoveries
of our time.

The scrolls, most of which are more than 2,000
years old, include fragments of the earliest
known texts of the Bible. After their initial
discovery near the ancient settlement of
Qumran, archaeologists have excavated and
pieced together tens of thousands of scroll
fragments into more than 900 separate
documents - from biblical manuscripts and
commentary to religious legal writings. These
ancient Hebrew writing fragments are now
archived and conserved by the Israel Antiquities
Authority and, on rare occasion, are put on
public display at world-class museums.

Visitors to The Dead Sea Scrolls exhibition
will explore galleries devoted to putting the
Dead Sea Scrolls story into context. In addition
to seeing the extraordinary, priceless scrolls,
visitors will see ancient artifacts that will give
them a glimpse into life in Israel during the
famous Second Temple Period – from everyday
items like measuring cups and cookware, to
tools of the trade like inkwells and stamps.
They’ll discover the most recent scientific
interpretations of the scrolls’ origin and draw
their own conclusions about whom their authors
were and how they fit into the foundation of
western thought and tradition.

Tickets for The Dead Sea Scrolls are $28 for
adults and $22 for kids and seniors. For group
rates, specific directions, parking information,
hours, show times and ticket information, call
(651) 221-9444 or visit www.smm.org.

The Dead Sea Scrolls
at the

SCIENCE MUSEUM
OF MINNESOTA

hot
STOP
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9 – 10:00 am
Arrive in Stillwater; grab a cup of coffee and journey
back in time to the era of Victorian finery and turn-of-
the-century charm. Nestled in the wooded hills and
bluffs of the beautiful St. Croix River, Stillwater is a
treasure that time forgot.
10 –11:00 am
Step aboard the Stillwater Trolley for a fully narrated

tour of Minnesota’s oldest town. Learn about the
History & Folklore of Stillwater’s Founders. Most of the
tour is up in the hills where all the old mansions were
built by the lumber barons between 1850 and 1915.
Your old-time Trolley ride will also let you see the
Historic Stillwater Lift Bridge, and beautiful views of
the St. Croix River Valley.

11 – 12:00 pm
Continue your look ‘back in time’ with a visit to the
Stillwater Antiques Mall. They offer 60 plus unique

dealers offering a “finer” selection of antiques and
artworks, furniture, lighting, glass and china, pens
and inkwells, clocks, watches, books, toys and sports
collectibles, coins, prints and artwork. If you are
searching for that hard to find item – you may have
just found the spot!
12 – 1:30 pm
Enjoy lunch on the patio of the Dock Café – a truly
unique, one-of-a-kind dining experience. Set along
the shore of the St. Croix, your views look upriver to
the historic Stillwater Lift Bridge and downriver to
Lake St. Croix. The menu selections are divine and
their special sourdough bread alone - is reason to
come back again and again.
1:30 – 3:30 pm
After your dockside meal, your group will take a unique

ride on a Gondola in the St. Croix, with Gondola
Romantica. The Gondola can hold 6 people, so you
may have to enjoy your ‘cruise’ in shifts, depending on
the size of your group.
3:30 pm
Spend the remainder of your time in Stillwater
exploring its extensive array of boutique’s and
specialty shops. There is something for every taste
in Minnesota’s first city!

For more information or to customize this sample
itinerary for your group please contact your tour
operator or the Stillwater & Oak Park Heights CVB,
651-351-1717 or www.discoverstillwater.com.

From rainforest treasure to luscious treat —
immerse yourself in the story of chocolate.

A gift for the gods. A symbol of wealth and
luxury. An economic livelihood. Bonbons. Hot
fudge. Candy bars. For thousands of years
humans have been fascinated with the delicious
phenomenon that we call “chocolate.” Journey
through history to get the complete story
behind the tasty treat that we crave in
chocolate, at the Chocolate Exhibition at the
Minnesota Historical Museum, on loan from
the Field Museum.

You’ll begin in the rainforest with the unique
cacao tree whose seeds started it all. Visit
the ancient Mayan civilization of Central
America and discover what chocolate meant
nearly 1,500 years ago. Then travel forward in
time and northward to the Aztec civilization of
16th-century Mexico, where cacao seeds were
so valuable they were used as money. Discover
chocolate’s introduction into the upper classes
of European society and its transformation into
a mass-produced world commodity.

Chocolate will engage your senses and reveal
facets of this sumptuous sweet that you’ve
never thought about before. You’ll explore the
plant, the products, and the culture of
chocolate through the lenses of science, history,
and popular culture. The exhibit features
experiments and hands-on activities, including
items to find, make, and sell this tasty treat.

Chocolate: the Exhibition is on display
October 2, 2010 – January 2, 2011. For more
group information please call or visit
www.minnesotahistorycenter.org/chocolate.

All About Chocolate!

hot
STOP

Discover Stillwater
This itinerary can be customized for anytime of the year.
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F rom 6 a.m. to midnight, there’s always
something different to see all 12 days

of the Great Minnesota Get-Together!

Morning is the best time to…
• schedule a breakfast and welcome

session for your group at the Blue Ribbon
Picnic Area.

• learn about renewable energy and sustain-
ability at the award-winning Eco Experience.

• experience the Miracle of Birth Center
where lambs, calves and piglets are born.

Mid-day is the best time to…
• catch one of more than 75 acts on seven

free entertainment stages.
• check out nearly 70 rides from around

the globe at Mighty Midway and Kidway.
• browse through the shops at Heritage

Square or the International Bazaar.

Afternoon is the best time to…
• meet Princess Kay and see the famous

butterhead sculptures.
• choose a snack from the menu of 350 foods,

including more than 50 foods on-a-stick.
• stroll through Minnesota’s largest juried

art show in the Fine Arts Center.

Evening is the best time to…
• go to extremes on Adventure Park’s rides.
• see big-name entertainers at the

newly-restored 1909 Grandstand.
• watch the nightly fireworks spectacular.

For more information call 651-632-2689
or email groups@mnstatefair.org.
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MINNESOTA
State Fair

hot
STOP

Ready
Fly or drive to Bloomington and check into one of 36 hotels, all located in the heart of Bloomington. Begin
at Mall of the America® and experience the nation’s largest retail and entertainment complex. Shop all
520 stores, covering 4.3 miles on four levels. Visit Nickelodeon Universe®, NASCAR Silicon Raceway,
Underwater Adventures® Aquarium and A.C.E.S. Flight Simulation. Grab a bite to eat at one of 50
restaurants inside the mall.

Set
Hop aboard the Hiawatha Line Light Rail transit to whisk you away to downtown Minneapolis on a
sightseeing tour. The light rail makes 18 stops between Mall of America and the heart of downtown
Minneapolis, with the final stop being at the brand new Target Field, home of the Minnesota Twins baseball
team. The light rail will go by the MSP Airport and historic Fort Snelling, along with other scenic views
along the way. Hop out and take a quick stroll down Nicollet Mall to see the downtown area.

Go
Visit the Water Park of America, located in the Radisson Hotel Bloomington, featuring the only Flow Rider
Surf Simulator in Minnesota, the Lake Superior wave pool and the ten story-tall, mile long raft ride. Wow!

Relax
Wind down with a walk along the scenic trails of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. Explore
2,200 acres of floodplain forest, ponds, spring fed streams and marsh. The refuge has over 260 bird species,
coyotes, bald eagles, badgers, and beavers residing in an urban setting.

For more information or to customize this sample itinerary for your group please contact your tour oper-
ator or Millie Philipp at the Mall of America Tourism, 952-883-8843.

Bloomington Packs a Punch!

Nickelodeon UniverseHiawatha Line Light Rail Target Field
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THE THRILL is Here!

J ourney along legendary Highway 61 and
appreciate the spectacular scenery of the

north shore of Lake Superior, the largest
freshwater lake in the world. Grand Portage is just two and
a half hours north of Duluth.

Load the bus and trailer the sleds and ride our trails for
free! Experience over 100 miles of fabulous well-groomed
snowmobile touring trails at Grand Portage. Tailor your
first ride as you choose, from a short afternoon jaunt to a
full weekend of exploration. Our trails meander through
backcountry forests and overlook scenic overlooks in a
postcard perfect winter wonderland. Good times are waiting
for your group!

Grand Portage Lodge & Casino has Jacuzzi suites, 95 rooms
with comfortable beds, an indoor pool, a sauna, restaurant,
lounge and other amenities to make your visit enjoyable.
The Casino rolls 24 hours a day and features a Bingo Hall and
over 450 slot machines, including video slots. Stop by Grand
Portage’s Trading Post, a smoke-free facility with a gift shop,
grocery store, UPS parcel pick-up and 43 slot machines.

Bring your group and make Grand Portage Lodge & Casino your
getaway. Call 1-800-543-1384 for reservations & trail conditions.

hot
STOP

This sample itinerary is best October 2-3rd,
2010, during the Annual Big Island
Rendezvous & Festival.

10 – 1:00 pm
Arrive in Albert Lea, “The Land Between
the Lakes”. Park the motorcoach at the
Freeborn County Fairgrounds and take the
free shuttle to the Annual Big Island
Rendezvous and Festival. It’s Minnesota’s
largest award-winning fur trade and early
American re-enactment, with over 1,000
participants. Experience the fur trade period in
the Voyageur encampment, Native American
Tipi Tours, and Early American crafts such as
candle making, blacksmiths and woodworking
to name a few.
1 – 2:30 pm
Step back in time at Freeborn County
Historical Museum. Visit their stagecoaches,
hotel, carriages, autos, railroads, railway
station and more in their Pioneer Village.
Also home to both the “Minnesota Rock &
Country Hall of Fame” and to Marion Ross,

of the “Happy Days” TV show fame.
2:30 – 3:30 pm
Visit the large indoor showroom at Bergdale
Harley-Davidson! Vintage Harley-Davidson’s
on display, new and pre-owned Harley-
Davidson motorcycles and a full line of Harley-
Davidson genuine parts and accessories.
3:30 – 4:30 pm
Your group will enjoy Greibrok’s Mini History
Farm & County Fair! There is an extensive
collection of more than 700 model tractors,
trucks, cars, farm machinery, steam engines,
airplanes and other toys assembled in various
themes throughout the unique 39-room farm-
house. Call ahead.
4:30 – 5:30 pm
Before you head out, swing into the Pizza
Ranch for a pizza and chicken buffet. Mmm
Mmm Good!

For more information or to customize this
sample itinerary for your group please con-
tact your tour operator or the Albert Lea CVB,
800-345-8414 or www.albertleatourism.org.

Railway Station, Motorcycles,
Model Cars & More!
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day one
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
3 – 4:00 pm
Arrive and check into one of the group friendly
hotels in Owatonna then take the Shuttle Bus to the
Steele Country Free Fair (SCFF) – Minnesota’s
largest FREE County Fair!
4 – 5:00 pm
Take in the sights and sounds of the animals on
exhibit on Leisure Lane of the SCFF. Catch the
Pig Races and a camel ride on your way down to
Market Street for some supper!
5 – 6:00 pm
“Boy do those cheese curds, mini donuts, corn dogs,
and gyros smell good!” Sample foods from around
the world on Market Street at the SCFF. With over

100 food and drink stands you’re bound to find
something to satisfy just about any appetite!
6 – 7:30 pm
Let your stomach settle before going down the
Midway for the 96¢ ride special on over 30 carnival
rides! Head into the Four Seasons Centre to see
what’s on display and for sale from over 300 vendors
from 25 states and Canada -offering a wide range
of goods, from crystals to quilts, art to furniture,
potato peelers to RV’s!
7:30 – 8:30 pm
Check out the Colgate Country Showdown on the
KRFO Stage – Owatonna’s own Country version of
American Idol!!! Or head over to Fair Square for an
outdoor concert tribute to Johnny Cash! Don’t forget
all the entertainment on the grounds is FREE!!!

8:30 – 12:00 am
Head to the Beer Gardens for the band Hairball,
the world’s ultimate “80’s Rock” impersonation
act, recreating the good-time party atmosphere of
the decadent decade with unmatched authenticity -
the most exciting re-creation of this great ere in
rock history!

day two
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18
8 – 9:00 am
Enjoy continental breakfast at your hotel before
boarding the coach for a tour of Owatonna and
another day of fun at the Steele County Free Fair!
9 – 11:00 am
Leading the way with a variety of famous historical
sites, Owatonna features the Minnesota State
School and Orphanage Museum, the largest
school of its kind ever operated in Minnesota
from 1886-1945. Relive history through pictures,
artifacts and personal stories by the orphans who
were raised at the Orphanage.
11 – 12:00 pm
See the National Historic Landmark, commemorated
on a US postage stamp in 1981, the National
Farmers’/Louis Sullivan designed Bank. Highlights
of this architectural marvel include stained glass
windows, gold leaf arches, chandeliers weighing
2.25 tons each, and murals by Oskar Gross.
12 – 1:00 pm
Enjoy lunch at the Aurora Lutheran Church Food
Stand at the SCFF – sit down to a home cooked
meal with homemade pies like the church ladies
used to make! (and still do at SCFF)
1 – 2:00 pm
Wander through the SCFF on your own to see the
Exotic Petting Zoo, Lumberjack Show, Niagara
Cave Mining Company, Puppet Shows, Yo-Yo
Man, Galaxy Girl, Livestock Hall of Fame, Draft
Horse Show, and much more!
2 – 3:30 pm
Experience life in Owatonna at the turn of the 20th
Century at the Village of Yesteryear. To see the
pioneer village and reenactments of times past!

For more information or to customize this sample
itinerary for your group contact the Owatonna
Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism at 1-800-
423-6466 or go to www.visitowatonna.org.

Enjoy Minnesota’ s Largest FREE County Fair in Owatonna
The Steele County FREE Fair – August 17-22, 2010

SCFF MN State School & OrphanageSCFF
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Enjoy the National Scenic Byway; Minnesota
Highway 16. The Root River and State Bike Trails
wind adjacent along the National Scenic Byway.

day one
Arrive in Preston, the “Trout Fishing Capital” of
Minnesota. Located in the “Driftless Area” of the
state, Preston is home to hardwood forests,
abundant wildlife, and many springs, brooks, and
streams. The Fillmore County Fair is held annually
at the fairgrounds located in Preston.
10 – 1:00 pm
Visit the National Trout Learning Center. Then
shop unique stores in Preston including OMAOLA
Antiques & Collectables, Popcorn Alley Antiques,
Preston Floral Treasures & More, Uncommon
Charm, Pine Tree Apple Orchard, and the Preston
Apple and Berry Farm.
1 – 2:00 pm
Grab some lunch at the Branding Iron, Chic’s Pizza,
or The Sweet Stop Sandwich Shop.
2 – 5:00 pm
Take a scenic bike ride along the Harmony-Preston
Valley State Bike Trail. Or visit Forestville/Mystery
Cave State Park. Step back in time with costumed
guides at Historic Forestville Pioneer Village. Take

a naturalist led tour of the longest cave in Minnesota.
5 – 6:00 pm
Check into the Country Trails Inn & Suites or the
Jailhouse Historic Inn Bed & Breakfast, listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
6:00 pm
Enjoy dinner at a local restaurant.

day two
After breakfast, ride along the National Scenic
Byway Minnesota Highway 16 to the historic town
of Lanesboro, known as the “Rhubarb Capital” and
“Bed & Breakfast Capital” of Minnesota. Stop and
enjoy the view at Inspiration Point Scenic Overlook
along the way.
10 – 12:30 pm
Tour the Old Order Amish Community with

knowledgeable guides from Bluffscape Amish
Tours. A variety of handcrafted goods are available
for purchase including fresh baked bread and pies,
hand-sewn quilts, knotted items, jams and jellies,
hand reed baskets, and furniture.
12:30 – 1:30 pm
Enjoy lunch at one of the many local restaurants in
downtown Lanesboro, such as Pedal Pushers Café.
1:30 – 5:00pm
Shop the many unique stores in Lanesboro. Or bike
ride along the Root River State Bike Trail that
runs along the Root River. Or canoe, kayak, or tube
the cool waters of the Root River.
5 – 6:00 pm
Check into one of several Bed & Breakfasts including
the Berwood Hill Inn, Coffee Street Inn, and
Historic Scanlan House.
6 – 9:00 pm
Select one of Lanesboro’s restaurants for a
delicious dinner followed by a live production at the
Commonweal Theatre by professional local actors.

For more information or to customize this sample
itinerary for your group, please contact Kris Nolte
at Historic Bluff Country CVB, 800-428-2030 or
visit www.bluffcountry.com.

Discover the Magic
This sample itinerary can be customized anytime of the year!
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This sample itinerary can be customized for anytime of
the year!

day one
12 – 1:30 pm
Roll into Willmar and enjoy lunch at a quaint cafe or
fine dining; there’s something for everyone’s taste.
1:30 – 4:00 pm
Step back in time at the Mikkelson Classic Boat
Museum-the world’s premier collection of Falls Flyer
Boats; the Jaguar of boats. Housed in a private
museum operated by Paul Mikkelson. Classic outboard
motors, toy boats and motors, antique decoys and
electric trains are also featured.
4 – 5:00 pm
Check into the Country Inn & Suites - a full service
hotel. Featuring high-speed Internet, an indoor heated
pool, hot tub, and a fitness center to help guests feel
right at home.
5 – 7:00 pm
Enjoy dinner at the Green Mill Restaurant and Bar.
Try their award winning pizza or perhaps classic
American cuisine, it’s all on their menu. Now it’s time

to head out to the show at The Barn Theatre!
7 – 10:00 pm
The show changes throughout the year, but no matter
what the production, you’re in for a treat. The Barn
Theatre is a community theatre group with a pool of
talented and committed volunteers that rival most
professional companies. Sit back and enjoy.

day two
8 – 9:00 am
A steaming cup of coffee, a warm muffin, and a friend-
ly atmosphere is what you will find at Jazz n’ Java.
They have some of the best coffee around!
9 – 12:00 pm
You’re off to the “Ranch”, J & L Bison Ranch that is.
Talk about a step back in time -you’ll have the
opportunity to view the herd in their natural habitat.
As educational as it is astonishing, there’s much to
know and learn about this sacred animal. We’ll save
the details for the tour.
12 – 2:00 pm
Lunch is at Melvin’s on the Lake in picturesque
Spicer. With beautiful views and lunch next to the

beach or on their 55-passenger houseboat, nothing
will beat the taste or the view.
2 – 5:00 pm
Take a ride to Glacial Ridge Winery where you’ll tour
the vineyard, learn the grape growing process, wine
making, and finally tasting the finished product. Before
you go, search the gift shop for a bottle of wine or a
specialty gift to take along home.

For more information on this sample itinerary please
contact your tour operator or Willmar CVB, 800-845-
8747 Ext. 79 or visit www.willmarlakesarea.com.

Willmar Lakes Area

Read ITINERARIES Midwest Online.
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This sample itinerary is best during the fall.

The Great River Road is a scenic byway that
stretches from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. From the
bluffs of the river valley area, some of the most
spectacular views of the Mississippi River can be
viewed along the Great River Road to Red Wing. From
mid October to early November, is the perfect time to
see the fall colors at their peak.

9 – 10:00 am
The journey to Red Wing begins in Alma, Wisconsin.
This historic village on the Great River Road (Wisconsin
Hwy 35) is the resting place for hundreds of Tundra
Swans arriving in mid October. The snow-white swans
are traveling from the Arctic Circle area enroute to their
final destination, the East Coast near Chesapeake
Bay. The Tundra Swans are not the only waterfowl that
call Rieck’s Lake home; Canadian Geese, mallards
and egrets are also in the spotlight.
10 – 11:30 am
Follow Hwy 35 to Hwy 25 and cross the Mississippi
River into Minnesota. It’s worth the extra time to
backtrack a bit to Kellogg, Minnesota, home of LARK
Toys. Groups can tour the antique toy museum, take a
ride on the hand-carved wooden carousel and stroll
through the many rooms of handcrafted toys.
11:30 – 12:30 pm
During the drive to Red Wing, stop along the Great
River Road at Pepin Height’s Orchard in Lake
City. Arrive in Red Wing for lunch at any one of
Red Wing’s fine restaurants, including the historic
St. James Hotel.

12:30 – 3:30 pm
After lunch, stroll downtown to admire the beautiful
hanging flower baskets. Over 350 baskets adorn Red
Wing from spring to mid October. Downtown specialty
shops highlight the area’s Scandinavian heritage and
rustic spirit of adventure with the Uffda Shop and
the St. James shops to name a few! Visit the new
Red Wing Shoe Store & Museum and see the
world’s largest boot – a size 638-1/2 D! Shop for some
Red Wings of your own and take a look around the
museum before you go.
3:30 – 4:30 pm
Red Wing is just full of surprises - watch pottery
being made at the Red Wing Stoneware Company.
Admire local potters creating beautiful stoneware in
the tradition of Red Wing’s famous Union Stoneware
Company. The handcrafted stoneware as well as hats,
clothes, candles, soup mixes and bread and pancake
mixes are available for purchase.
4:30 – 6:00 pm
If more birding is on your agenda, a Red Wing City
Tour is the ticket to more eagle watching. By late
November Colvill Park is the winter resting place for
hundreds of Bald Eagles. The eagles nest and fish in
the open waterways of the Mississippi River from
November to early March.
6:00 pm
Enjoy a delicious dinner at one of Red Wing’s unique
dining spots. Then enjoy a good night’s rest at one of
their comfortable lodging facilities.

For more information or to customize this sample
itinerary for your group please contact your tour
operator or the Red Wing VCB, 800-498-3444.

Great River Road Fall Color Drive

The Barn Theater
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This itinerary is best in fall for color change but can
be done all year long.

11 – 11:30 am
Let’s start downtown with Hastings Shoe Store.
Built in 1868, it was the site of the original
courthouse and county offices.
11:30 – 12:00 pm
There is a lot of history in the building that
Bendixen’s Jewelry calls home. It was built in the
mid 1880’s. There are several distinctive architec-
tural details, especially at the second level exterior.
12 – 1:00 pm
A great place for a trendy lunch these days is the
Brick House Coffee House, built in 1858, the same
year that Minnesota became a state. It is one of the
oldest homes in Austin, with a 1930’s addition that
was carefully built to duplicate the original style.
1 – 1:30 pm
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church’s parish was
established in 1857. The cornerstone of the
present Gothic design building was laid in 1894.
Beautiful stained glass windows are one of its
most distinctive features.
1:30 – 1:45 pm
The First United Methodist Church started in
1856, and also is celebrating its 150th birthday
right along with the city of Austin!

1:45 – 2:15 pm
The Arthur Winfield Wright House is now a
private residence. Records show it was built before
1874 and is the earliest, most intact example of
Italianate styling in Mower County. The detailing is
unusual with narrow gables, paired corbels, and
heavily corniced window and door moldings.
2:15 – 2:45 pm
The Hormel Historic Home was built in 1871, and
bought in 1901 by George and Lillian Hormel. The
stately 18-room home had extensive remodeling in
the Classical Revival style and houses many original
family heirlooms and photographs. The brand new
banquet hall and conference center created seating
for an additional 200. (Contact the Austin CVB
for information about their newly added “Cooking
Tips and Trends”. Classes that have been added –
in partnership with the Hormel Home.)

For more information or to customize this sample
itinerary please contact your tour operator or the
Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau, 800-444-5713.

Read ITINERARIES Midwest Online.
Ads hotlinked to websites.

www.itinerariesmidwest.com

“City of Lakes”
This sample itinerary can be customized for
anytime of the year!

day one
4 – 4:45 pm
Arrive in Fairmont and check into a local hotel.
Fairmont is perfect for a relaxing stopover on
the way to your final destination.
4:45 – 7:15 pm
Board the bus for the “City of Lakes Tour”.
Experience the beauty of Fairmont’s five tree-
bordered fresh water lakes.

7:15 – 8:45 pm
Dine at one of Fairmont’s fine restaurants.
8:45 pm
Return to hotel for a good night sleep, with pleasant
thoughts of a great day!

day two
6:45 – 7:30 am
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel.
7:30 – 9:30 am
Board the bus for a step back in time and explore
the treasures from Continued on next pageh

Architecture & Fall Colors

Hormel Historic Home

August 10-15:
126th Annual Mower County Fair. All
County Historical Society buildings will be
open and free for tours at 1:00 pm daily
during fair week. The 12th Annual Antique
Tractor show will also be held. Contact the
fairgrounds office at 507-433-1868.

September 12-15:
64th Annual National Barrow Show will be
held at the Mower County Fairgrounds. Call
507-433-1868 for more information.

September 25:
Fall Harvest Celebration at the Mower
County Historical Society, 11:00 am - 3:00
pm. Call The MCHS at 507-437-6082.

October 8-9:
Halloween Warm-Up at the Jay C. Hormel
Nature Center, co-sponsored by the
Matchbox Children’s Theatre. Held along
the Nature Center’s trails, participants
should dress for the outside weather.
Visit www.matchboxchildrenstheatre.org for
details or call the Center at 507-437-7519.

CVB Staff in

Spam Museum Cyber Diner
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W orthington, Minnesota is located on
Interstate 90, just minutes away from

the Iowa and South Dakota borders. This
scenic city is set on lush prairie, and built
around the 785-acre Lake Okabena, a haven
for recreational activities and relaxation. They
have a rich heritage interpreted at Pioneer
Village, Nobles County Museum, Historic
Dayton House and Memorial Auditorium. In
addition to numerous leisure activities and
festivals, Worthington has a lively cultural
scene that provides dozens of entertaining
diversions for visitors and groups.

Take a tour through Pioneer Village’s 40
buildings. Each building is filled with
artifacts depicting Worthington and Nobles
County history. The village is the scene of
many activities and celebrations throughout
the year. Visit the Historic Dayton House
which is a genuine showcase of Worthington’s
early days. It is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. The house was built in
1890 by George Draper Dayton, who later
left Worthington to purchase a mercantile
business in Minneapolis which later became

Dayton’s Dry Goods Co., or simply Dayton’s.

Spomer Classics is a display of over 300
advertising items of automobiles,
implements, oil, gas, and many more.
See the lost art of porcelain and neon
signs and clocks. All are restored and in working
order. Also on display are peddle cars and over
20 classic cars. In the fall, explore nearby
berry farms, apple orchards and pumpkin
patches. King Turkey Days hosts the “Great
Gobbler Gallop” a race of live turkeys between
Worthington, MN and Cuero, TX.

The Convention and Visitors Bureau customizes
tours of agriculture, history and art. We can
supply contact people, greeters, step-on guides
and tour notes to facilitate a quality tour
experience for your customers. To those who
stay overnight in Worthington, a complimentary
welcome reception is available to groups of
thirty or more. Contact us for brochures listing
suggested itineraries for one-day and overnight
tours. Worthington Area Convention & Visitors
Bureau: 800-279-2919, wcofc@frontiernet.net,
www.worthingtonmnchamber.com.

Visit WORTHINGTON!

hot
STOP

yesteryear, at the Pioneer Museum. Tour the
Historic 101-year-old Opera House – and stroll
through Fairmont’s Downtown Plaza where
you’ll find specialty shops.
9:30 – 10:30 am
Before you go, tour Heritage Acres, an
Agricultural Interpretive Center located on the
west shore of Lake Sisseton. Experience the her-
itage of past Midwest farms.
10:30 am
Head for home with a snack and enjoy your ride
to your original destination.

*Additional sites to see – Martin County Court
House, Chubb House, Old Post Office and The
Red Rock Center for the Arts.

For more information contact Fairmont
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau 800-657-3280,
www.visitfairmontmn.com.
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This sample itinerary is best December 2-3, 2010.

day one
4 – 5:00 pm (Thursday)
Check into Jackpot Junction Casino Hotel in
Morton, MN, before you join in the Mistletoe
Madness. Contact Group Sales before you arrive
to receive an all-inclusive package with attractive
customer incentives, NEW lower Sioux Lodge
Rates and more.
5 – 7:00 pm
Mistletoe Madness is a very special event set
aside to give ladies a little pre-holiday pampering
and a shopping treat!
7 – Midnight
Join in the friendly - small town holiday cheer,
with shopping, holiday treats and music – just what
you need to begin your holiday season! The stores
will be open until MIDNIGHT, the perfect amount
of time to get all of your holiday shopping done.
Include a break from shopping and walk or drive
around to enjoy the area’s holiday lights.

day two
9 – 10:00 am (Friday)
Enjoy breakfast at the Seasons Buffet in Jackpot
Junction Casino Hotel. From the moment you
walk through the doors you are welcomed with
fresh baked, aromatic smells.
10:00 am
Jackpot Junction is 440,000 square feet of
gambling action and entertainment with two floors
of gaming excitement! Choose from the latest
video slot machines and table games. Or maybe
you just want to sit back and relax while you play
America’s favorite game; Bingo.

For more information or to customize this
sample itinerary for your group please contact
your tour operator or Jackpot Junction Casino,
800-WIN-CASH.

This sample itinerary is best spring through fall.

10:45 – 11:30 pm
Arrive in Lake City, the birthplace of waterskiing.
Visit the Chamber of Commerce to say hello and
get a close-up view of the local Lake Pepin fish in
their large aquarium. Their small town hospitality
makes your group feel right at home.
11:30 – 1:00 pm
Soak up the views of Lake Pepin and enjoy some
bird watching as you stroll along the Riverwalk
or by Marina point, with its nearly 360 degree
vistas! An option for lunch is the Chickadee
Cottage Café; as cute as it is delicious!
1 – 2:30 pm
Ready to get out on the water? Enjoy a ride on the
Pearl of the Lake, a modern day replica of the
grand riverboats that traveled on the Mississippi
River in the 1800’s. The name of this riverboat
depicts the significance of Lake Pepin; with its
history of the fresh water pearl button industry
that once thrived in this area.
2:30 – 4:00 pm
Stretch your legs as you stroll the downtown

area. You’ll find specialty shops, boutiques and
galleries with a wide range of unique products and
local goods.
4 – 5:00 pm
A bit south of downtown is Pepin Heights
Orchard, where you can buy apples, gifts, and try
tasty samples of your favorite apple varieties. As
well as hot apple pie and fresh, hand-dipped
caramel apples. A perfect treat for the ride home!

For more information or to customize this
sample itinerary for your group please contact
your tour operator or Pearl of the Lake
Paddleboat, 651-345-5188 & Lake City Chamber
of Commerce, 800-369-4123.

Mistletoe
Madness & Cash!Back to Nature
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accommodations

AmericInn of Shakopee . . . . . . . . . 952-445-6775
4100 12th Avenue East – Shakopee, MN 55379
The perfect location to accommodate any group. Blocks of
rooms can be reserved and special discounts may apply.
A complimentary room for a Group Tour Operator is available
with 20 paid rooms. Welcome receptions are available.

Courtyard by Marriott
Mendota Heights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 651-452-2000

The Depot Minneapolis, A Renaissance Hotel
Minneapolis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 612-758-7873

Grand Portage Lodge & Casino . 218-475-2401
70 Casino Drive, PO Box 233 800-543-1384
Grand Portage, MN 55605
gportage@tbaytel.net / www.GrandPortage.com
Recreation. Attractions. Relaxation. Excitement. Visit Grand
Portage Lodge & Casino and experience 24-hour casino
entertainment, hospitality and comfort. Hike, boat, fish and
camp. Visit the north shore…and get very excited.

attractions

American Swedish Institute
Minneapolis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 612-870-3344

Ellingson Car Museum Rogers . . . . . 763-428-7337

James J. Hill House Saint Paul. . . . . . 651-297-2555

Minnesota Historical Society . . . 651-259-3444
345 W Kellogg Blvd – Saint Paul, MN 55102
www.mnhs.org
Chief caretaker of Minnesota’s story and the History Center
is home to the Society’s vast collections. Within our archives
reside artifacts ranging from American Indian moccasins and
artwork to furniture and photographs, Civil War-era flags and
a wealth of genealogical information.

Minnesota Transportation Museum
Osceola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .715-755-3570

Padelford Packet Boat Company
Saint Paul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .651-227-1100

Paradise Charter Cruises
& Minneapolis Queen . . . . . . . . . . . . 952-474-8058
PO Box 563 – Excelsior, MN 55331 888-559-8058
www.twincitiescruises.com
Offering sumptuous cuisine and cabin appointments, gracious
service and event coordination. But we haven’t mentioned the
best part…a backdrop of water, harbor, skyline, and sunset
that creates the perfect setting for any group! Please contact
us for special pricing on cruise tickets for groups of 25 or more.

Running Aces Harness Park
Columbus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .877-RUN-ACES

Science Museum of Minnesota . 651-221-9444
120 West Kellogg Blvd – Saint Paul, MN 55102
groupsales@smm.org / www.smm.org
At the Science Museum of Minnesota, the science that shapes
our daily lives comes to life through hands-on exhibits and
larger-than-life Omnitheater films, and a world-class collection
of fossils and artifacts. More info at (651) 221-9444.

St. Croix Vineyards Stillwater . . . . . . .651-430-3310

Steamboat Minnehaha Excelsior . . .952-470-8830

Target Center Minneapolis . . . . . . . . . . .612-673-1311

Twin City Model Railroad Museum
Saint Paul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-711-2591

Wabasha Street Caves . . . . . . . . . . . 651-292-1220
215 Wabasha Street South – Saint Paul, MN 55107
www.wabashastreetcaves.com
Down In History has exciting historic tours done-by costumed
characters. Historic Walking Cave Tours in Saint Paul and
Stillwater. Motorcoach Gangster Tours, Irish Tours, Tacky
Tours, Ghost & Graves Tours, & More! We make history fun!

Jackpot Junction Casino Hotel . 507-644-7814
PO Box 420 – Morton, MN 56270 800-WIN-CASH
wincash@jackpotjunction.com / www.jackpotjunction.com
99 miles southwest of Minneapolis. 440,000 square feet of
action: video slot machines, table games, bingo, pull tabs,
restaurants, full service bars, 378 deluxe accommodations,
swimming pool, fitness center, live entertainment, RV Park,
Dacotah Ridge Golf Club.

Lake Pepin Paddleboat . . . . . . . . . 651-345-5188
100 Central Point Road – Lake City, MN 55041
www.pearlofthelake.com
Riverboat Cruises on the Mississippi River aboard a genuine
replica of an 1800’s Paddle wheeler! Daily sightseeing tours
May through October. Full bar on board. Catered meals available.

Red Wing Stoneware Co. . . . . . . . 651-388-4610
4909 Moundsview Drive 800-352-4877
Red Wing, MN 55066 / www.redwingstoneware.com
Group tours are welcome to come and visit our factory store
any time. Group tours are always welcome at a moments
notice or may be scheduled at your convenience. Please call
or e-mail for more information.

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers

Bloomington CVB Bloomington . . . . . 800-435-7425

Eagan Convention . . . . . . . . . . . . . .651-675-5546
and Visitors Bureau 866-324-2620
1501 Central Parkway – Eagan, MN 55121
denise@eaganmn.com / www.eaganmn.com
Eagan makes planning your next group outing easy! Personal
service includes custom and creative itineraries, FREE welcome
bags and FREE Mall of America® coupon books ($9.95 value).
You’ll also enjoy our low 3% lodging tax. Ask how to qualify for
our $250 cash rebate!

Meet Minneapolis Minneapolis . . . . . 888-676-6757

Saint Paul Convention . . . . . . . . . . .651-265-4906
& Visitors Authority 800-627-6101 ext. 4906
175 West Kellogg Blvd, Suite 502 – Saint Paul, MN 55102
mhernandez@visitsaintpaul.com
www.saintpaulgroups.com
A classic group tour destination. In addition to offering a variety
of group-friendly activities, we provide unparalleled service for
tour operators and group leaders. Take advantage of our group
services such as itinerary planning and meet & greet programs.

Stillwater and
Oak Park Heights CVB . . . . . . . . . .651-351-1717
PO Box 2025 – Stillwater, MN 55082
www.discoverstillwater.com
Historic Stillwater, MN is located along the banks of the scenic
St. Croix River. Our many unique shops, restaurants, lodging
establishments & attractions make a perfect group destination.
Located within 30 min. of most major Twin Cities metro attractions.

Visit Minneapolis North Mpls . . . . . 800-541-4364

Albert Lea
Convention & Visitors Bureau . .507-373-2316
2566 Bridge Ave – Albert Lea, MN 56007 800-345-8414
cvbdirector@albertlea.org
www.albertleatourism.org
Located 90 minutes from Mpls, where I-90 & I-35 intersect,
featuring small town hospitality with big city amenities. Plus
additional lakes & 38 city parks hosting various outdoor activities.

Austin CVB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .507-437-4563
104 11th Ave NW Ste D – Austin, MN 55912 800-444-5713
visitor@austinmn.com / www.austincvb.com
SPAM Town, USA. Southern Minnesota Tourism at its best!
Home of Fortune 500 Company Hormel Food Corporation.
Tourists will be delighted with the SPAM Museum, Historic
Hormel Home, Paramount Theatre, & other exciting attractions.

Explore Southern Minnesota
Tourism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .888-868-7476 ext. 162
115 East Hickory #403 – Mankato, MN 56001
www.exploresouthernminnesota.com
You’ll be surprised…at what you’ll find in southern Minnesota!
With many scenic byways, festivals, parks & trails, historic
sites, caves, bluffs, waterfalls & so much more, it makes a
perfect destination for any group.

Fairmont Convention
& Visitors Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-657-3280
323 Eat Blue Earth, PO Box 976 – Fairmont, MN 56031
www.visitfairmontmn.com
Fairmont the “City of Lakes” awaits your arrival. Located in
southern Minnesota on Interstate 90 we have a range of
lodging and dining options to fit your needs. Lakes, history,
open spaces, discover Fairmont!

Historic Bluff Country . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-428-2030
PO Box 609 – Harmony, MN 55939
hbc@harmonytel.net / www.bluffcountry.com
Discover the magic of Bluff Country, where you can indulge in
your favorite activities amid magnificent wooden terrain and
picturesque communities. Call for a free guide.

northern

metro

southern

metro

southern

metro

Continued on next pageh
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Owatonna Area
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . .507-451-7970
320 Hoffman Dr – Owatonna, MN 55060 800-423-6466
www.owatonna.org
Located in south central MN, 45 minutes from Mpls/Saint Paul
on I-35. Come “discover our faces & places” - filled with
historical, recreational & cultural opportunities as well as
nearly 700 guest rooms to accommodate any group.

Willmar Lakes Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau . . . . . .800-845-8747 ext. 79
2104 Highway 12 East – Willmar, MN 56201
www.willmarlakesarea.com
Visit the Willmar Lakes Area. Only 2 hours west of Minneapolis/
Saint Paul. 360 lakes, 36 parks, 81 holes of golf – and that’s
just on the drive in! Let our staff help put together a getaway
for your group.

Worthington Area CVB . . . . . . . . .507-372-2919
1121 Third Ave – Worthington, MN 56187 800-279-2919
www.worthingtonmnchamber.com
Located in the southwest corner of the state with many
features to satisfy any group! We welcome you to the
Windsurfing Regatta, Dayton House, and King Turkey Days.
Let us assist you in finding places to visit, sleep, eat and shop!

entertainment & theater

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres . . 952-934-1547
501 W 78th St – Chanhassen, MN 55317 800-355-6273
www.chanhassendt.com
Since 1968 Chanhassen Dinner Theatres have been recognized
for quality theatre entertainment & fine dining. The nation’s
largest professional dinner theatre is AAA Magazine
recommended, “Any Twin Cities visit should include an evening
at Chanhassen!”

Ordway Center
for the Performing Arts . . . . . . . . . 651-282-3111
345 Washington Street – Saint Paul, MN 55102
www.Ordway.org
Overlooking Rice Park in historic Saint Paul, the Ordway hosts
the annual Flint Hills International Children’s Festival, the best in
Broadway musical theater, the finest in world music & dance - all
at exceptional group prices. Behind-the-Scenes tours available.

Plymouth Playhouse. . . . . . . . . . . . . 763-553-1600
2705 Annapolis Lane – Plymouth, MN 55119
groupst@plymouthplayhouse.com
www.plymouthplayhouse.com
Celebrating 31 years of hits, Plymouth Playhouse is best
known for producing comedies. This intimate 211-seat theater
is located in the Best Western Kelly Inn on the lower level.
Church Basement Ladies now playing to sold out audiences.

festivals & events

Minnesota
Renaissance Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . 952-445-7361
1244 S Canterbury Road Ste 306 800-996-8215
Shakopee, MN 55379
info@renaissancefest.com
www.renaissancefest.com
Queen Margaret welcomes you to our 39th anniversary. Enjoy
the group discount program for 15 or more, plus complimen-
tary tickets for driver and coordinators. Weekends and Labor
Day in August & September 2010.

Minnesota State Fair . . . . . . . . . . . 651-632-2689
1265 Snelling Avenue North – Saint Paul, MN 55108
www.mnstatefair.org
The great Minnesota Get-Together. Local, national and
internationally-known entertainers, horse show and rodeo
performances, Mighty Midway and Kidway rides, competitions,
exhibits, attractions and concessions.

shopping

Mall of America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 952-883-8843
60 E Broadway – Bloomington, MN 55425 800-879-3555
mphilipp@mallofamerica.com / www.mallofamerica.com
Mall of America is the largest shopping and entertainment
complex in the nation, featuring 520 stores, 50 restaurants
and attractions galore. Enjoy no sales tax on clothing and
shoes. Valuable coupon books, Meet and Greet Service and
other group travel services available.

tour operators

Heartland Tours & Travel . . . . . . . 800-368-4874
Metro 651-777-7170; Rochester 507-288-1330
1825 North Broadway – Rochester, MN 55906
info@heartlandtoursandtravel.net
www.heartlandtoursandtravel.net
Our experienced staff can package a wide variety of 1-28 day
tours to any destination. We can customize any tour to meet
your needs. Call us today and let us plan “Escorted Tours You’re
Going to Love!”

MetroConnections, Inc Minneapolis 800-747-8687

Historic Bluff Country

southern

metro
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Kansas City - Union Station
This fully restored landmark is Kansas City’s most prominent destination for cultural and entertainment activities. Marvel at the
Grand Hall’s 95-foot ceiling, three 3,500-pound chandeliers and the six-foot wide clock hanging in the Station’s central arch. Built
in 1914, Union Station encompasses 850,000 square feet and originally featured 900 rooms. In its prime as a working train station,
it accommodated tens of thousands of passengers every year. Renovated in 1999, today’s Union Station offers fine restaurants;
several retail shops, a central location and wide array of entertainment options making Union Station a great one-stop
destination for groups. Don’t miss the live theater, giant-screen movies, award-winning traveling exhibits, a hands-on science
center and many fascinating tour options. Many group services available per request. 816-460-2020 (See location on map below)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in missouri

branson, cape girardeau,
charleston, columbia, crocker,
eagleville, farmington,
fort leonard wood, hannibal,
hermann, kansas city,
jefferson city, mansfield,
rock port, springfield, st. louis,
st. joseph, st. robert, west plains

july
• American Military Air Power: A History

July 3- Nov 21, St. Louis 214-544-6224

august
• Laura’s Memories Aug 6-7 & 13-14; Sept 3-

4, 10-11, 17-18, Mansfield 417-924-3525
• Missouri State Fair

August 12-22, Sedalia 660-827-8150
• Festival of the Little Hills

August 20-22, St. Charles 800-366-2427
• Trails West Festival

August 20-22, St. Joseph 800-785-0360
• Lake of the Ozarks Shootout - 2010

August 24-29, Sunrise Beach 573-374-5852
• Festival of Nations

August 28-29, St. Louis 314-773-9090

september
• Japanese Festival

September 4-6, St. Louis 314-577-9400
• Grand Festival of Chez Canses

September 10-12, Sibley 816-503-4860
• National Harvest Festival at Silver Dollar City

Sept 11-Oct 30, Branson 800-831-4386
• 2010 Wings Over Whiteman Air Show &

Open House Sept 18-19, Whiteman 660-687-
1444

october
• 22nd Annual Weston Applefest

October 1-3, Weston 816-640-2909
• The Taste of St. Louis

October 1-3, St. Louis 314-534-2100
• Versailes Apple Festival

October 2, Versailes 573-378-4401
• Pony Express Pumpkinfest

October 8-10, St. Joseph 800-785-0360
• 44th Annual Maple Leaf Festival

October 9-16, Carthage 417-358-2373

november
• Ozark Mountain Christmas

Nov 1-Dec 31, Branson 800-BRANSON
• SugarPlum Festival 2010

November 12-13, St. Joseph 800-785-0360
• Lake Holiday Drive Thru Light Park

Nov 20-Jan 1, Osage Beach 573-348-1599
• Christmas In The Park

Nov 25-Dec 31, Kansas City 816-503-4800

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

missouri cities

calendar of events

Close to home. Far from ordinary.

Missouri Division of Tourism
Jefferson City . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-519-2100

directory & mapKansas City

Branson, Branson Scenic Railroad – Take a 40-mile
roundtrip excursion thru Ozark foothills and tunnels. You will
learn the history of the area as you cross bridges and trestles.
Explore territory inaccessible by automobile with views
unattainable by any other means of transportation. (Saturdays,
May–December a dinner train is offered, with a four-course
candlelight meal. Reservations are required.) Experience the
luxury of rail travel from yesteryear. 800-287-2462

Hannibal, Mark Twain Riverboat Excursions – Offering
visitors a uniquely authentic riverboat experience on the
“Mighty Mississippi”. Enjoy one-hour sightseeing cruises with
commentary of river history, legends, and sights. Or choose
the evening dinner cruise, featuring a delicious menu, live
music, dancing, and beverages. You will long remember your
pleasant excursion on this triple-deck riverboat that is air
conditioned and heated for your comfort. 573-221-3222

Point Lookout, Ralph Foster Museum – College of the
Ozarks – It’s best known exhibit is the cut-down 1921
Oldsmobile truck used in the original Beverly Hillbillies TV
series, donated by the show’s producer who grew up nearby.
Generations of fans have had snapshots of themselves taken
in the battered front seat, in front of a large photo of Uncle
Jed, Granny, Jethro, and Ellie May Clampett, Mr. Drysdale
and Miss Hathaway. Since this is a ‘just for fun stop’, here are
a couple more quirky ideas: Veterans Memorial Museum,
Branson, MO - 1 mile; Giant Fiddle and Banjo, Branson, MO -
2 miles; or Gigantic Paper Cup, Springfield, MO - 41 miles. Call
ahead 417-334-6411 Ext 3407.

St. Louis, Challenger Learning Center & Museum of
Transportation – The award-winning Challenger Learning
Center provides space education programs for schools,
corporations, groups and the general public. At the core of
the Center are state-of-the-art space simulators, which
include an orbiting space station, and a Mission Control center
modeled after NASA’s Johnson Space Center. Founded by the
families of the astronauts tragically lost during the Challenger
space shuttle mission. 314-521-6205.

St. Louis, Museum of Transportation – Visit one of the
largest and most diverse collections of transportation vehicles
in the world! Trace the history of American railroading, see
antique cars and trucks, visit a towboat, and more. For you
train lovers, see Freight Cars, Interurban and City Transit,
Passenger Cars, Rail Maintenance and Test Cars, plus the
Boxcar Boutique has something unique for every train, plane,
car, and boat enthusiast! 314-965-6885
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Alliance, Carhenge – Six local families constructed this
unique replica of the world-famous Stonehenge of old cars
in 1987. Voted the 2nd “Wackiest Attraction”. Open year-round
- gift shop open summer only. 800-738-0648

Ashland, Strategic Air and Space Museum – The objective
of the museum is to preserve and display historic aircraft,
missile, and space vehicles and provide educational
resources. The museum is regarded as having one of the top
collections of strategic aircraft. 402.944.3100

Bayard, Oregon Trail Wagon Train – This is a history trek!
Spend a full day out on the Nebraska prairies with a wagon
train. You will experience life as it was on the Oregon Trail
in the 1850’s, treks in June, July and August. Ask about
special treks for your group. Trail rides available upon request.
308-586-1850

Fairmont, Fairmont State Airfield – Previous site of a U.S.
bomber training facility during WWII, the airfield is now listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. Four of the 5 large
hangers originally built to last from 5-7 years are still standing
along with the original water tower. 402-268-2031

Grand Island, Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer –
From May 1-Labor Day, experience Stuhr’s 1890s Railroad
Town, a living history community featuring costumed historical
interpreters. Stuhr Building and Gus Fonner Memorial Rotunda
open year-round. 308-385-5316

Kearney, Great Platte River Road Archway – Ride with the
Pony Express, hear the rumble of the Iron Horse and watch a
drive-in movie as you trace the history of transportation and

communication right up to the fiber optic age. Chuckwagon
restaurant and themed gift shop. Call ahead. 1-877-511-ARCH

Lexington, Heartland Museum of Military Vehicles – The
museum has about 100 vehicles including helicopters, tanks,
halftracks, ambulances, and a jeep from every branch of
the service plus displays of weapons, uniforms, engines,
equipment, and more. 308-324-6329

Minden, Harold Warp Pioneer Village – The largest private
collection of Americana anywhere. The Pioneer Village
complex holds over 50,000 irreplaceable items of historical
value, restored to operating order, arranged in groups and also
in the chronological order of their development. You can ride
a priceless steam carousel; see 17 historic flying machines
and marvel at 100 antique tractors. See the world’s oldest
Buick, a 1902 Cadillac and a 1903 Ford, both designed by
Henry Ford, plus 350 other antique cars, all displayed in their
order of development. 800-445-4447

North Platte, Bailey Railroad Yard and Golden Spike
Tower & Visitors Center – This observation tower provides a
bird’s-eye view of North Platte’s UPRR Bailey Yard, the world’s
largest railroad classification yard. More than 150 trains pass
through the yard daily. It’s a one-of-a-kind experience for
railroad lovers of all ages! 308-532-9920

North Platte, Cody Park Railroad Museum – See one of the
largest steam locomotives ever built, the Union Pacific
Challenger 3977. The Railroad Museum also exhibits the 1969
UP #6922 Worlds Largest Diesel Locomotive and railroad
memorabilia housed in several railroad cars and a fully
restored rail depot. CVB 800-955-4528

Fremont, Fremont Dinner Train
Step back into the nostalgic railroad era of the 1940’s on this elegant dinner train. Your group can choose a murder mystery
theme, wine tasting, a World War II USO Show, complete with the music of the times, and a delicious five course gourmet
meal. Climb aboard this beautiful rejuvenated train and ride the rails in style. Sunday afternoon dinner runs offer a more
casual outing. Special train runs can also be arranged with prior notice. 800-942-7245, www.dinnertrain.net.
(See location on map, page 41)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in nebraska

Possibilities…endless

chadron, columbus, fremont,
grand island, gretna, hastings,
kearney, kimball, lincoln,
mccook, minden, nebraska city,
norfolk, north platte,
omaha, royal, scottsbluff,
sidney, valentine, york

nebraska cities

calendar of events

august
• Sarpy County Fair

August 4-8, Springfield 800-GOSARPY
• Wilber Czech Festival

August 6-8, Wilber 888-4WILBER
• Lemon Days

August 7, Nebraska City 800-514-9113
• Kool-Aid Days

August 13-15, Hastings 800-967-2189
• Antique Airplane Fly-in

August 27-29, Pioneer Village 800-445-4447
• Nebraska State Fair

August 27-Sept 6, Grand Island 308-382-9210
• Defenders of Freedom Air Show

August 28-29, Sarpy County 800-GOSARPY

september
• 6th Annual Affiliated Food Midwest

Music Festival September 5,
Norfolk 402-379-3833

• 2nd Annual Scotts Bluff Valley
“Fiber Arts Fair” September 17-18,
Scotts Bluff 800-788-9475

• Rail Fest
September 17-19, North Platte 800-955-4528

• Barn Festival
Sept 17-19 & 24-26, Hastings 800-967-2189

• 42nd Annual AppleJack Festival
Sept 18-19, Nebraska City 800-514-9113

• River City Roundup
September 23-26, Omaha 866-937-6624

• Harvest Festival
September 25, Grand Island 800-658-3178

• St. James Marketplace Heritage Fest
September 26, St. James 402-357-3330

october
• 5th Annual Indoor Car Show

October 3, Kearney 800-652-9435
• 5th Annual October Czechfest

October 3, York 402-724-2556
• 4th Annual Ashland Fall Festival

October 23, Ashland 402-521-0098
• Wausa Smorgasbord

October 23, Wausa 402-586-2334

november
• Christmas at Union Station Tree Lighting

Ceremony November 26, Omaha 402-444-5071
• Holiday Poinsettia Show

November 26-January 9, Omaha 866-937-6624
• World Fest

November 27, Bellevue 800-GOSARPY
• Midlands Herald Christmas

November 27-Dec 1, Fremont 402-753-6414

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)
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Ashfall Fossil Beds State
Historical Park
Visit an unforgettable Wonder of the Natural World;
Ashfall Fossil Beds, located in northeast Nebraska.

See three-dimensional preserved fossil skeletons of
ancient animals locked in their death poses; this is
an actual fossil site that is actively excavated. Victims
of a massive volcanic ash storm, the remarkable
remains are left as found, for viewing. Protected by
a 17,500 square foot “Rhino Barn”, the building also
provides comfort for guests. Sixty minutes from the
Johnny Carson exhibits in Norfolk – 30 minutes from
the Neligh Mill in Neligh – 30 minutes from Kreycik’s
Elk and Bison Ranch, and only 5 minutes from Green
Gables Country Restaurant. An ideal itinerary for a
day trip motor coach tour. New discoveries every
summer. The park is open seasonally. Guided tours
by reservation.

www.ashfall.unl.edu or (402) 893-2000 for more
information.

Cheyenne County
With a rich mix of history and modern growth, Sidney,
Nebraska offers plenty to see and enjoy. Witness some
of that history at the Fort Sidney Museum and the Post

Commanders Home. To experience the “Wild West”
attend the Gold Rush Days Celebration. It’s fun for
the whole group. If you’d prefer a more modern tour,
Sidney has many activities and celebrations to enjoy
such as a championship 18-hole golf course, a disc golf

course, a shooting park and a full service community
center. One of the largest Oktoberfest celebrations
and the Rod N Roll show are held in October.

www.sidneycheyennecountytourism.com

Rediscover The Road Trip
Rediscover the classic road trip with a tour to Nebraska! Relive special memories of road trips past and make new memories along the way.

No matter what type of trip you’re looking for, you’ll find the right mix to make your vacation memorable. Explore the wildlife and agriculture that
Nebraska is known for, be a cowboy for a day, ride in a covered wagon around Chimney Rock or follow in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark.

If you prefer the fine arts and nightlife, your group can explore the performing arts and festivals year-round, plus so much more.
Nebraska loves their tour groups – so what are you waiting for? Read on to discover all Nebraska has to offer for group tours of any type.
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Fremont & Dodge County
Get on your way to Fremont in Dodge County,
Nebraska today! Enjoy one of a kind experiences, such
as a ride down the Platte River with Bryson’s Airboat
Tours (pictured above). Take a step back in time to
travel the Elkhorn Valley on the Fremont Dinner
Train, while enjoying music and movies from long ago,
or ride the Fremont Elkhorn Valley Railroad in vin-
tage 1920s rail cars. Shop Eastern Nebraska’s Antique
Capital in Historic Downtown Fremont or take a nice
drive to Harold & Leona’s Antique Museum in North
Bend. Refresh with a visit to Fremont!

www.fdcvb.org

Grand Island
Grand Island, Nebraska, is located in the beautiful
Platte River Valley within a day’s drive of all
major Midwest cities and halfway to everywhere in the
continental United States. A tour mix of agriculture,

wildlife, history and manufacturing draws visitors from
across the U.S. and around the world.

Home to award winning events, nationally recognized
attractions and the internationally acclaimed Sandhill
Crane Spring Migration and Husker Harvest Days.

Personal attention, customized itineraries and
complimentary services let planners enjoy more and
worry a little less…Grand Island: where hospitality is
our passion not just a slogan.

www.visitgrandisland.com

Harold Warp Pioneer Village
“See How America Grew” at the Harold Warp Pioneer
Village. Over 50,000 historic items are displayed in
26 buildings. An 1889 steam locomotive graces the
“Village Green”. 20 historic flying machines from the
early years to America’s first jet are here. With 350

cars, ranging from an 1897 Steam Carriage to a 1994
Pontiac Firebird, you will experience America’s love for
the automobile. Just 10 minutes off I-80 at exit
279, the diversity of this all-inclusive destination in
Minden, NE will interest every guest. To better serve
you, a motel, campground, restaurant and lounge
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adjoin the museum. Proudly serving the group traveler
for 57 years.

www.pioneervillage.org

Hastings/Adams County
The variety of Ag based workshops and experiences
in and around Hastings, Nebraska will leave
attendees with a greater appreciation of their natural
surroundings. The Prairie Loft Center for Outdoor
and Agricultural Learning (www.prairieloft.org) will
be perfect for groups to hear presentations and do
hands-on activities involving outdoor and agriculture
related topics. The historic barns will be the perfect
setting for a BBQ, barn dance and campfire under
the clear night sky. Attendees will also enjoy wildlife
viewing along the Platte River at the Nebraska
Nature & Visitor Center, (www.nebraskanature.org)
during the annual Sandhill Crane migration or
throughout the year. Additionally, the US Meat and
Animal Research Center (www.ars.usda.gov) will
give you a greater understanding of research being
done to ensure quality in agricultural production,
assessing America’s nutritional needs and enhancing
our natural resource base and the environment.

www.visithastingsnebraska.com

Kearney
From great attractions and restaurants to hot rates on
group hotels, Kearney has it all for your group.

Kearney is a treasure trove of museums, including
the Museum of Nebraska Art, home to the State’s

official art collection, the Trails & Rails Museum and
Great Platte River Road Archway described by the
Miami Herald as a “splashy, brassy history museum
that uses film, computer graphics, light and sound,
life-size dioramas, re-enactors and classic cars to
document over 150 years of transportation and

communication across America.” The Archway brings
the westward migration to life. Kearney is also home
to Cabela’s, whose 35,000 square foot showroom is
an educational and entertaining attraction.

www.visitkearney.org

Nebraska City
Nebraska City takes its beautiful trees seriously.
Although best known for their lush fall foliage
and apple harvests, you can experience the
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splendor of Arbor Day’s Hometown year-round. Visit
NebraskaCity.com for sample itineraries featuring
the area’s best eclectic shops, orchards, wineries,
recreation, and world-class lodging opportunities.
Choose from 11 museums: Civil War to Victorian
Manor, a 50-foot tree house, or a walk in the shoes
of Lewis and Clark.

www.nebraskacity.com

Norfolk & Madison County
Nestled in the heart of northeast Nebraska and the
Elkhorn Valley is Norfolk & Madison County.
Experience the beauty of the rolling hills and the
hospitality of a small Midwestern community that has
big city amenities.

Hometown of the King of Late night (Johnny
Carson), Thurl Ravenscroft (Voice of Tony the Tiger),
and the world’s only working Square Turn Tractor.
As well as area museums, arts center, theater,
festivals, attractions and more! Plus, our lodging
properties offer you big city service in a hometown
atmosphere. “Enjoy the Unexpected” during your visit
to Norfolk & Madison County!

www.visitnorfolkne.com

North Platte
North Platte’s most famous resident, Buffalo Bill
welcomes your group to his home at the Buffalo Bill
State Historical Park. This is the first part of a tour
package North Platte/Lincoln County Convention
and Visitors Bureau coordinates for group tours
called “Ride with the Wild Bunch”. The evening is
topped off with a BBQ, shoot out and entertainment
from a cowboy band. The next morning see the
sunrise atop the eighth floor of the Golden Spike
Tower and Visitor Center and watch 15,000 rail cars
pass by each day. Contact the CVB for reservations at
800-955-4528.

Omaha
12 Countries without a Passport. Omaha’s year-round
Ethnic Group Tour allows visitors to experience 12
countries without a passport, all while visiting Omaha!
Groups can dine in Cuba, dance in Ireland, have tea
in China and enjoy dessert in Lithuania. Sing along at
a German Oktoberfest celebration, admire Hindu

architecture and enjoy the colorful performance of
Mexican folk dancers. Learn the art of Kolache making,
feast on a traditional Swedish smorgasbord and feel
like royalty as Scottish dancers entertain inside a
majestic castle. Located in the center of the country,
Omaha offers affordability, accessibility and
Midwestern hospitality – no passport required.

www.visitomaha.com

Sarpy County
Sarpy County Nebraska, located between Lincoln &
Omaha on I-80. Enjoy Sarpy County attractions and
Metro area attractions. Home of 24 great hotels,
including Embassy Suites Omaha - La Vista, which
is ranked the #1 Embassy Suites in the World! The
Hampton Inn & Suites Omaha La Vista is ranked
#10 in the World. Free motorcoach parking at all
properties! Home of great attractions including
Fontenelle Forest and the Holy Family Shrine, nine
challenging golf courses, a wonderful winery, great
shopping, city festivals, and great fun! We invite you to
Stay and Play in Sarpy County Nebraska!

www.gosarpy.com

Scotts Bluff County
Find the perfect place to begin your next exploration.
Two towering monuments of sandstone mark the
way. Scotts Bluff National Monument and Chimney
Rock let you know you’re on the original road west,
just as they did for the fur trappers, Pony Express
riders and the half a million pioneers who came
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attractions
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historic Park
Royal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .402-893-2000

Harold Warp Pioneer Village
Minden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-445-4447

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers
Cheyenne County Visitors Center
Sidney . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .866-545-4030

Fremont & Dodge County Convention
& Visitors Bureau Fremont . . . . . . . . .402-753-6414

Grand Island / Hall County CVB
Grand Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .308-382-4400

Kearney Visitors Bureau Kearney . . .800-652-9435

Nebraska City Tourism & Commerce
Nebraska City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .402-873-6654

Northfolk & Madison County CVB
Norfolk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .402-371-4862

North Platte / Lincoln County CVB
North Platte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-955-4528

Omaha CVB Omaha . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .866-937-6624

Sarpy County Tourism Gretna . . . . . .402-332-5999

Scotts Bluff County Tourism
Scotts Bluff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-788-9475

Visit Hastings Nebraska Hastings . . .800-967-2189

York County Visitors Bureau York .888-SEE-YORK

festivals & events
Wilber Czech Days Wilber . . . . . . . . . .888-4WILBER

directory & map

Freemont Dinner Train
- Nebraska City

Nebraska City

before you. Trailblazers have always been welcome
here. People who want to leave the beaten path and
find their own adventures. Those twin beacons of
sandstone are calling you now. Touch the wagon wheel
ruts of the Oregon Trail. Hike in history’s footsteps,
and follow your own destiny. This is Nebraska like
you’ve never seen it.

www.visitscottsbluff.com

Wilber Czech Days
The Wilber Czech Days festival is one of the largest in

the Midwest, with four days of activities including
parades, the Miss Czech Slovak U.S. competition,
polka bands from all over the United States, dancing,
authentic Czech/Slovak food, vendors from around
the globe, demonstrations and a Czech Historical
Pageant not to be missed.

Visit www.ci.wilber.ne.us or call 1-888-4WILBER
for more information.

York County
We invite you to experience York, and enjoy the rich
heritage awaiting you in the communities of York

County. York is an area steeped in history, and is
the proud home to a million-dollar marble collection,
a nationally acclaimed restaurant, live theater, and
home to one of the four founding members of the
Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences and
the Academy Awards. Please come often, and let us
entertain you!

www.yorkvisitors.org or 888-SEE-YORK

Chimney Rock
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Fargo - Fargo Air Museum
Featuring over eight different kinds of airplanes, including the only flying F2G-1D Super Corsair in the world, one of four flying
Japanese Zero’s, the DC - 3 “Duggy -The Smile in the Sky” airplane, P - 51 Mustangs, Corsair, TBM Avenger, Stearman and other
vintage flying airplanes! Climb into a vintage WWII jeep or sit in the cockpit of a Huey helicopter, and enjoy all the bright colored
airplanes surrounding you. Visit rotating exhibits, currently the Korean Memorial Exhibit. Visit their gift shop, offering extensive
items ranging from clothing to model airplanes and everything in between. There is always something new flying into the Fargo
Air Museum. Plan your tour to suit your group’s interests – there’s much more to explore than meets the eye! 701-293-8043
(See location on map below)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in north dakota

Legendary

bismarck-mandan, bottineau,
bowman, crosby, devils lake,
dickinson, fargo/moorhead,
garrison, grafton,
grand forks, jamestown,
langdon, medora, minot,
rugby, valley city, wahpeton,
west fargo, williston

north dakota cities

calendar of events

directory & map

Grand Forks, Grand Forks Air Force Base – Home to the
319th Air Refueling Wing. Restored aircraft are on display at
front gate including a renovated B-52, KC-135, Minute Man 3,
F-101 and a B-25. They require at least 10 to 40 people, and
at least 3 weeks advance notice for tours. 701-747-5023

Mandan, Fort Lincoln Trolley – This trolley features a rail
car that has been restored from the 1890’s and once ran
in Bismarck through the 1920’s. Riders can choose to take
a nine-mile roundtrip or stop and enjoy a day at the Fort
Lincoln State Park. 701-663-9018.

Mandan, North Dakota State Railroad Museum – This
museum sits on 5 acres of land with 3,000 square feet of
railroad displays. Admission is free and has an abundance of
railroad artifacts, a Hall of Fame and many pictures to tell the
story of the railroad business in North Dakota. 701-663-9322

Minot, Dakota Territory Air Museum – Museum shows
the rich and varied story of this region’s aviation history.
In addition to a replica of the Wright Flyer, the Museum
displays military and civilian aircraft from 1928 through
the present. There are exhibits, military uniforms, aviation
items, memorabilia, paintings, photographs and a gift shop.
701-852-8500

Regent, Enchanted Highway – A great way to enjoy your
bus ride, the Enchanted Highway is 30 miles of mammoth
metal sculptures located just north of Dickinson. Some
statues include the “World’s Largest Tin Family”, “Geese in
Flight” and a 40-foot-tall rooster. A gift shop in nearby Regent
offers miniatures of each statue to remember your trip.
701-563-4454

Wolford, Dale and Martha Hawk Museum – An eclectic
collection of antique farm equipment, steam engines,
threshers and tractors. There is also a large compilation of
automobiles, and over 500 clocks. The buildings include a
one-room schoolhouse, church and old time country store to
welcome visitors to the property. 701-583-2381

august
• Medora Musical

Aug 1-31, Sept 1-5, Medora 800-633-6721
• Village Fair August 8, Rugby 701-776-6414
• Dog Days of Summer at Red River Zoo

August 14-15, Fargo 701-799-4878
• Heritage Days

August 14-15, East Grand Forks 701-740-2066
• Railroad Days at Railroad Museum

August 22, Mandan 701-663--9322
• Blue on the Red

August 28, Grand Forks 701-772-8404

september
• National Muffler’s Cruisin’ Broadway

September 2, Fargo 701-364-9867
• Fort Union Living History Weekend

September 4-6, Williston 701-572-9083
• Big Iron Farm Show

September 14-16, West Fargo 800-456-6408
• Stock Car Stampede

September 24-25, Jamestown 701-251-2897
• Norsk Høstfest September 28-October 2,

Minot 701-852-2368

october
• Uffda Day October 3, Rutland 800-435-5663
• The Big One Art and Craft Fair

October 16-17, Fargo 701-837-6059
• Fort Buford Cemetery Walk

October 23, Williston 701-572-9034

november
• Pride of Dakota Holiday Showcase

November 6-7, Grand Forks 701-792-1200
• Excel Energy Holiday Lights Parade 2010

November 23, Fargo 701-241-1570
• Dicken’s Village Festival November 26-28,

December 10-11, Garrison 800-799-4242
• Christmas in Prairie Outpost Park

Nov 26-Jan 1, Dickinson 800-279-7391

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

Fargo

attractions
Heritage Hjemkomst Interpretive Ctr.
Moorhead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218-299-5511

Maple River Winery & Distillery
Casselton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 701-347-5900

Red River Zoo Fargo . . . . 701-277-9240

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers
Fargo-Moorhead CVB
Fargo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-235-7654
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aberdeen, belle fourche,
beresford, bridger,
brookings, chamberlain,
crazy horse, deadwood,
de smet, flandreau, garretson,
keystone, lake city, mitchell,
mobridge, platte, pierre,
rapid city, roslyn, selby,
sioux falls, sturgis,
watertown, webster, yankton

Badlands, Custer & Keystone,
Black Hills Aerial Adventures – Offering a variety of tours
and areas to see like you’ve never seen before with a scenic
helicopter tour. Take an aerial tour over Mt. Rushmore, fly
around the impressive Crazy Horse Monument or get a close
up view of Sylvan Lake and the unique Cathedral Spires
and Needles, Groups are welcome. 605-673-2163

Box Elder, South Dakota Air and Space Museum – If you
get a thrill from being around historic bombers and fighter
jets, the South Dakota Air and Space Museum is the place for
you. Come take a look at over 25 aircrafts including attack,
basic trainers, helicopters, observation, and liaison vessels.
The museum is home to many antique aircrafts that were
used in World War II as well as a plethora of memorabilia.
605-385-5189

Custer, Black Hills Balloons – Black Hills Balloons has a
capacity ranging from two to twelve passengers per
balloon, and can accommodate nearly any size sightseeing
party. Balloon flying is approximately a three-hour activity,
consisting of the inflation and launch, the flight itself
that is approximately one hour in the air, the pack up and
the traditional champagne toast with return-to-base ride.
Sunrise, when winds are calm and cool, is the only time of
day flights are available. 605-673-2520

Murdo, Pioneer Auto Show & Prairie Town – For a genuine
slice of Americana, stop in Murdo and visit the Pioneer Auto

Show and Prairie Town to take a nostalgic journey into the
past. Established in 1954, and known as “The Big Variety
Show”, this is an unrivaled celebration of America’s romance
with the automobile, and includes motorcycles, tractors,
scooters, and bicycles portraying the history of 20th century
America through their incredible evolutions. Most of these
wheeled antiques have automated recordings for self-guided
tours. 605-669-2691

Rapid City, City View Trolley – They offer visitors a
narrated tour of Rapid City attractions beginning at the Milo
Barber Transportation Center, winding through downtown
and continuing west to Stavkirke Chapel. 15 stops along
the route allow guests to get off and enjoy the attractions.
605-394-6631

Hill City - The 1880 Train
All Aboard the 1880 Train. It’s historic, it’s authentic, and it’s fun. Travel through the Black Hills from Keystone to Hill City and
back again. Your group will thoroughly enjoy this journey back in time!

Glide over the rugged landscape aboard a vintage steam train, like those that helped settle the Great American West! Located
near Mt. Rushmore National Monument and Crazy Horse Memorial, the locomotive offers a western experience like no other.
Feel the power. Hear the bellow of the engine and the whine of the whistle as it winds its way through the scenic landscape of
the Black Hills. Make a pass through their gift shop before heading out to get your very own train whistle or engineers hat to
take along home. 605-574-2222 (See location on map, page 46)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in south dakota

south dakota cities

calendar of events

Great Faces. Great Places.

The 1880 Train

august
• Sioux River Annual Folk Festival

August 6-8, Canton 866-445-9603
• Annual Big Sioux Bustle GPS/Geocaching Race

August 7, Brandon 605-582-7400
• Redlin Art Center’s Annual Summer Celebration

August 7, Watertown 877-TRedlin
• Quilts and Vines

August 14, Renner 605-543-5071
• All About Automobiles

August 15, Rapid City 605-394-2249
• Corn Palace Festival

August 25-29, Mitchell 605-995-8427

september
• South Dakota State Fair

September 2-6, Huron 800-529-0900
• Ribs, Rods and Rock & Roll

September 10-11, Vermillion 605-624-4513
• Watertown Art Festival

September 11-12, Watertown 800-658-4505
• Annual Homesteader Day

September 12, Brandon 605-582-7400
• Deadwood Jam

September 17-18, Deadwood 800-999-1876
• Spirit of the West Festival

September 17-19, Sioux Falls 605-334-9202
• Buffalo Roundup

September 27, Custer 800-992-9818

october
• Oktoberfest

October 1-2, Deadwood 800-999-1876
• Fine Arts Trolley Tours

October 1, Sioux Falls 800-333-2072
• Autumn Festival, An Arts & Crafts Affair

October 8-10, Sioux Falls 800-333-2072
• Black Hills Pow Wow

October 8-10, Rapid City 888-487-3223
• Spirited Tours

Oct 21-23 & 28-30, Deadwood 800-999-1876

november
• Holiday Open House

November 20, Yankton 800-888-1460
• Winter Wonderland Kick-Off

November 20, Sioux Falls 800-333-2072
• Aberdeen Winterfest

November 20-21, Aberdeen 800-645-3851
• Trains At Christmas 2010

November 20-21, Sioux Falls 800-333-2072
• Huron Parade of Lights

November 26, Huron 800-487-6673
• Festival of Lights Parade Rapid City

November 27, Rapid City 800-487-3223

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)
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LegendaryGreat Faces. Great Places.Read ITINERARIES Midwest Online.
Ads hotlinked to websites.
www.itinerariesmidwest.com

Trains – Experience downtown Sioux
Falls, including beautiful Falls Park, as

you ride a historic Sioux Falls Trolley. From our

first horse-drawn streetcar line in 1887 to the
most recent generation starting service in 2001,
they are fun, convenient, and at your service!

Planes - We remember the period between
the end of World War I and the United States’
entry into World War II as The Golden Age of
Aviation, and it truly was. Barnstorming tours,
major trophy races, and record-breaking
flights all captured the public’s attention as
they raced to see the daring flocks of

birdmen and to take their first flight in an open
cockpit airplane.

Coming to Sioux Falls June 20-22, 2010 the
aircraft will take to the skies for the
“Barnstormers Parade of Flight”. Spectators
can even experience the thrill of open cockpit
flight for themselves and go barnstorming in
a beautifully restored Travel Air or New
Standard vintage biplane.

This year’s tour is anticipated to be the third
American Barnstormers Tour. All barnstormers
will participate in recreating the era with
period costumes, aircraft signage, historical
information, and vintage props.

Automobiles - Remember cruising the loop!
Seeing the reflection in the store windows of
your pride and joy (‘55 Chevy, ‘66 GTO, ‘70
Nova, ‘67 MGB or ‘40 Ford Hot Rod). Did you
meet your wife or your best friend downtown?
This is the perfect opportunity to reminisce as
hundreds of muscle cars, sports cars, hot rods,
4x4s, classics and motorcycles are parked on

display. Join us! Automania will be held in
historic Sioux Falls, SD on June 11, 2010 in the
downtown area and on June 12 & 13 at the
Sioux Empire Fairgrounds. A fun, free event!

Contact the Sioux Falls Convention & Visitors
Bureau for more information: (605) 336-1620
or www.grouptours.siouxfallscvb.com.

Trains, Planes & Automobiles IN SIOUX FALLS!

hot
STOP
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Hill City

directory & map

accommodations
Holiday Inn Sioux Falls – City Centre
Sioux Falls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .605-339-2000

attractions
South Dakota State
Historical Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . .605-773-3458
900 Governors Drive – Pierre, SD 57501
www.history.sd.gov
Explore South Dakota’s history–list your home on the
National Register of Historic Places, read our publications,
study in our research room, and visit our museum. Guided
group tours available.

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers
Department of Tourism & State Development
Pierre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-S-DAKOTA

Sioux Falls Convention
& Visitors Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . . .605-336-1620
200 N Phillips Ave Suite 102 800-333-2072
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 / cbuchheim@siouxfalls.com
www.grouptours.siouxfallscvb.com
Sioux Falls, South Dakota’s largest city is located at the
junction of I-90 and I-29… abundant shopping, local flavor
restaurants, vibrant downtown, accommodating hotels and
historic Falls Park! Need Assistance?? Tour Itineraries,
step-on-guides-we’ve got it!

Tucked into a hillside about 3/4 of a mile
northeast of the State Capitol in Pierre

(pronounced Peer), is the South Dakota
Cultural Heritage Center.

The unique, earth-mounded building is
63,000 square feet, or the size of two football
fields. The Cultural Heritage Center is the
headquarters of the South Dakota State
Historical Society, which works to promote,
nurture and sustain the historical and
cultural heritage of South Dakota.

The Heritage Center is best known for its
world-class museum, featuring South Dakota
culture and history from the life of American
Indians, before the arrival of Europeans in
1743 through the 20th century.

Additional galleries include the Observation
Gallery and the Hogen Gallery, a changing

exhibit space for temporary and traveling
exhibitions. The Observation Gallery offers
a spectacular view of the State Capitol and
the Missouri River. The Hogen Gallery now
houses “The People’s House: Celebrating the
Century,” commemorating this year’s 100th
anniversary of the State Capitol.

Another public draw to the Cultural Heritage
Center is the State Archives. Everyone from
historians to students may use documents in
the archives for researching their family
history, town or important events, people or
periods of South Dakota history. The center
also has a gift shop featuring South Dakota-
made products.

The museum at the Cultural Heritage Center
is open 9 am-4:30 pm Monday– Saturday until
Memorial Day, when it is open 9 am-6:30 pm

Monday–Saturday through Labor Day. Sundays
and holidays from 1-4:30 pm year-round.
The center is closed Easter, Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day.

There is a small admission fee for the
museum gallery. Tour Groups are discounted.
For more information call (605) 773-3458 or
visit www.history.sd.gov.

South Dakota history comes alive at
CULTURAL HERITAGE CENTER

hot
STOP

Cultural Heritage Center

The 1880 Train - Hill City
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Ironwood, Copper Peak Adventure Ride –
This is the only ski-flying hill in the Western Hemisphere. Ride
the 800 ft. chairlift and the 18-story elevator to the top of the
world’s largest ski jump platform; the vista is unsurpassed in
the Midwest. A historical tour highlighting the area’s ski flying,
Native American and mining history will enrich your group’s
experience. 906-932-3500

St. Ignace, Motorized Vehicle Shows (June 2010) –
Enthusiasts from across the country gather here for weekend
shows and parades featuring motorcycles, vintage autos, hot
rods, custom cars and trucks, pedal cars, antique tractors
and semi-trucks. A group crossing over the Mackinac Bridge,
one of the longest suspension bridges in the world, is often a
highlight for participants. 800-338-6660

Sault Ste. Marie, Soo Locks Train –
If you’ve got train enthusiasts in your group this tour is a must!
The train tour climbs 135 ft. above this gigantic lock system on
the International Bridge. The view from the train, as it crosses
the bridge to Canada, is a photographer’s dream. The tour is
narrated, so your group will walk away with a better sense of
the waterway’s history. While you wait for your train, pick out
postcards and tourist trinkets at Mocs Du Locke. And don’t
miss the nearby fudge shops! 866-766-5625

Soo Junction, Toonerville Trolley Riverboat Tour –
An authentic narrow gauge railroad, taking you 5 1/2 miles
through thick forest, the habitats of bear, deer, moose, gray
wolf, and many types of birds. This incredible train has been in
operation since its early beginnings in 1927. Partners Joe
Beach and Robert Hunter developed this unique train ride and
riverboat tour that provided the only access to the Upper
Tahquamenon Falls. 888-77TRAIN

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in wisconsin

5-Star Wilderness®

Mackinaw City – Mackinaw Trolley Company
The original Mackinaw Trolley offers a variety of daily tours with local, experienced guides. They offer tours highlighting the sites
of St. Ignace, with a visit to the infamous Castle Rock to overlook the Straits of Mackinac from 200 feet above, or the Lighthouse
Lover’s dream tour. Enjoy a potpourri of Lake Huron Lighthouses including the Cheboygan Crib Light and Range Lights, Forty
Mile Point Light, Old & New Presque Isle Lights (climb the tallest Tower on the Great Lakes), and the Presque Isle Front and Back
Range Lights. Stop at Quarry View (largest open pit mine in North America) and see freighters loading limestone at the Calcite
Docks in Rogers City, then enjoy a delicious lunch at the Lighthouse Restaurant. Visit in the fall for the Fall Color Tour to enjoy
northern Michigan’s brilliant fall colors and visit scenic working farms producing pumpkins, gourds, Indian corn, vegetables and
other fall specialties. Pick a pumpkin or a bucket of gourds right out of the field. Travel back roads to Lakeshore Drive’s Tunnel
of Trees. Sit back and enjoy the stories only these guides can tell. 877-858-0357 (See location on map below)

calumet, curtis, crystal falls,
escanaba, iron mountain,
iron river, ironwood, gladstone,
grand marais, houghton,
marquette, menominee,
munising, newberry, ontonagon,
st. ignace, sault st marie,
wakefield, watersmeet

august
• Branson on the Road

August 2, Calumet 906-337-2610
• Art Faire & Renaissance Fest

August 7, Ishpeming 800-562-7134
• Marquette County Fair

August 11-15, Marquette 906-249-4111
• 29th Annual Music and Arts Festival

August 13-15, Grand Marais 906-494-2447
• UP State Fair Aug 16-22, Escanaba 800-562-7134
• Wild Blueberry Festival

August 20-22, Paradise 906-492-3219
• Lumberjack Breakfast and Music Festival

August 28-29, Newberry 906-293-5777

september
• Marquette Area Blues Festival

September 4-5, Marquette 800-544-4321
• Annual Fall Beer Festival

September 11, Marquette 800-544-4321
• Michigan 16th Infantry Civil War Re-enactors

Sept 11-12, Mackinac Island 800-562-7134
• Multi-Cultural Festival September 18,

Houghton and Hancock 906-487-2920
• Sibelius Academy Music Festival

September 21-24, Hancock 906-487-7348

october
• 2nd Annual Newberry Oktoberfest

October 1-3, Newberry 906-293-5777
• 2nd Annual Fall on the Island Festival

October 8-9, Drummond Island 800-737-8666
• Autumn Comforts Quilt Show 2010

October 16-17, Marquette 800-544-4321
• Northern Lights Quilting Guild Bi-Annual Quilt

Show Oct 18, Ironwood 906-932-5260

november
• Annual Parade of Lights

November 26, Sault Ste. Marie 906-635-6973
• Paradise Christmas Bazaar

November 27, Paradise 906-492-3219

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

upper peninsula cities

calendar of events

attractions
Copper Peak Adventure Ride
Ironwood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 906-224-1349

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers
Marquette Country CVB
Marquette . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-544-4321

Upper Peninsula Travel & Recreation
Association Iron Mountain 800-562-7134Mackinaw Trolley Co.

directory & map

ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:11 PM  Page 47



appleton, ashland, baraboo,
bayfield, beloit, brookfield,
chippewa falls, columbus, eau
claire, elkhorn, fort atkinson,
fond du lac, green bay, hudson,
la crosse, lake geneva, madison,
manitowoc, milwaukee, minocqua,
menomonie, mishicot, mount horeb,
oshkosh, platteville, prairie
du chien, sparta, st. croix falls,
stevens point, stoughton, sturgeon
bay, sturtevant, superior, tomah,
two rivers, watertown, waukesha,
wausau, woodruff, wisconsin dells

Hartford, Wisconsin Automotive Museum – The Wisconsin
Automotive Museum displays more than ninety collectible
autos including a Hudson Essex Terraplane, an Reo Flying
Cloud. Plus vintage American standards such as Pontiacs,
Studebakers, Chevrolets and Fords, all arranged in Wisconsin’s
largest auto museum. But the real stars are two Wisconsin-
made automobiles: the Kissel and the Nash. 262-673-7999

Manitowoc, Wisconsin Maritime Museum – Explore one
of the largest maritime museums on the Great Lakes. With a
unique collection of model ships, an operating steam
engine, historic vessels and marine engines, and the
Wisconsin Waterways. In addition, you can tour the World
War II submarine USS COBIA docked next to the museum.
866-724-2356

Milwaukee, Harley-Davidson Museum – 105 years in the
making they opened their doors to the public in 2008. The
Museum tells the stories of the people, products, culture and
history of Harley-Davidson. Every gallery and exhibit is an
astonishing testament to the legendary bikes, the people who
built them and those who ride them. Peek into a portion of the
company’s archives never before open to the public, take a
guided, behind-the-scenes tour, grab a hearty meal or snack
from Motor or Café Racer, stroll the museum’s river walk, or
check out the Living Legend walls and plazas. Group rates and
tour choices. 1-877-HDMUSEUM (877-436-8738)

Oshkosh, EAA AirVenture Museum – The EAA AirVenture

Museum is where your imagination “takes flight!” Located at
the site of the world’s largest aviation event (EAA AirVenture
7-26 thru 8-1-2010) the Museum is one of the most extensive
aviation attractions in the world, a year-round destination for
every group. Come and explore our world-class displays and
galleries, with more than 250 historic airplanes, five movie
theaters and so much more. 920-426-4800

Racine, Annual Classic Car & Bike Show – 350 + cars,
trucks and motorcycles, from old to new/mild to wild...this car
and motorcycle show is one of the best attended in southeast
Wisconsin. Live entertainment and great food, fun and classics
for all to enjoy and admire. 262-636-9189

Spooner, Wisconsin Great Northern Railroad – The Elegant
Dinner Train features dinner service in a climate controlled,
mahogany interior dining car from 1918. After an elegant
dinner, enjoy quiet conversation at your table or move back to
the club car and dance to sounds of the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s.
715-635-3200

Superior, Richard I.Bong Veterans Historical Center –
Honoring the memory of Major Bong and all the men and
women of World War II who contributed to winning the peace,
using recreated environments, interactive videos, hand-
painted murals, and two surround sound video theater
presentations. Bong’s famous P-38 fighter “Marge,” parked
beside a reproduction Quonset hut in a Pacific Island scene,
forms the central exhibit. 888-816-9944

Green Bay - National Railroad Museum
One of the largest rail museums in the nation, with an amazing collection of 75 pieces of historic rolling stock, highlighted by
a Union Pacific Big Boy, the world’s largest steam locomotive, weighing 1.1 million pounds and measuring nearly half a
football field in length. Big Boy could consume 20 tons of coal in an hour and move at 70 mph. However, it took an army of
machinists, pipe fitters and maintenance workers to keep this behemoth on the rails.

Also see Gen. Dwight Eisenhower’s WWII command train in the facility’s new 26,000 sq ft Lenfestey Visitor Center. Sited on
33 acres along the Fox River, visitors take a 25-minute tour of the grounds aboard a full-size train. Special Events at the
National Railroad Museum are another bonus. Experience activities that you would not expect to find at a railroad Museum.
Ride the Polar Express, enjoy live music, or visit a haunted mansion – you can do it all at the National Railroad Museum. Check
out the Event Calendar to make all your museum plans today. 920-437-7623 (See location on map, page 56)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in wisconsin

wisconsin cities

calendar of events

august
• Armenian Fest Aug 1, Racine 262-639-6076
• Brat Days Aug 5-7, Sheboygan 920-912-6172
• Wisconsin State Fair

August 5-15, West Allis 800-884-FAIR
• Menominee Nation Pow wow

August 6-8, Keshena 715-799-4849
• Mohican National Pow-wow

August 13-15, Bowler 800-235-8525
• Tall Ship Festival

August 13-15, Green Bay 888-867-3342
• Irish Fest Aug 19-22, Milwaukee 414-476-3378
• Manitowoc County Fair

August 24-29, Manitowoc 920-683-4378

september
• Riverfront Jazz Festival

September 4-5, Stevens Point 715-345-2976
• Wo-Zha-Wa Days Fall Festival Sept 17-19,

Wisconsin Dells 800-223-3557
• Bayfield’s Scarecrow Festival & Orchard Tours

Sept 18-Oct 31, Bayfield 800-447-4094
• Warrens Cranberry Festival

September 24-26, Warren 608-378-4200
• Oktoberfest

Sept 24-Oct 2, La Crosse 608-784-3378
• Fall Foliage Cruises

Sept 25-Oct 24, Prairie du Chien 877-647-7397

october
• Bayfield Apple Festival

October 1-3, Bayfield 800-447-4094
• 2010 Art Studio Tour

October 8-10, Green Bay 888-867-3342
• Norskedalen’s Civil War Heritage Weekend

October 9-10, Coon Valley 608-452-3424
• Swiss Historical Village Harvest Fest

October 10, New Glarus 608-527-2317
• Hunting Moon Pow Wow October 22-24,

Potawatomi Bingo Casino 414-847-7320

november
• Wisconsin Original Cheese Festival

November 5-7, Madison 608-358-7837
• Swissfest November 7, Monroe 608-325-3461
• Brookfield East Holiday Art Fair

November 14, Brookfield 262-786-5001
• Milwaukee Holiday Lights Festival

Nov 18-Jan 2, Milwaukee 800-554-1448
• Green Bay Botanical Garden-WPS Garden of Lights

Nov 26-28; Dec 3-5, 10-12, 17-19 & 26, Green
Bay 877-355-4224

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)
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LegendaryTravel WisconsinRead ITINERARIES Midwest Online.
Ads hotlinked to websites.
www.itinerariesmidwest.com

S et in the scenic countryside of Northeast
Wisconsin in Manitowoc County, the

Village of Mishicot offers visitors that friendly,
small-town atmosphere which midwestern
communities are famous for. Enjoy the
relaxing and welcoming environment they
take pride in providing to their visitors!

Located 30 miles SE of Green Bay, within
the Village of Mishicot is one of Wisconsin’s
largest vacation destinations, Fox Hills Resort.
The Resort features 45 holes of golf, and is
Manitowoc County’s hub for year round fun
and entertainment.

Fox Hills Resort also offers safe and
comfortable lodging, swimming pools, fitness
center, sauna and spa. You’ll want to eat at
one of the Resort’s convenient dining options.
The Willowview Restaurant is a value priced
restaurant; Benchwarmers Sports Bar serves
up “ginormous” sandwiches and appetizers,
daily food and beverage specials and weekend
entertainment. And the 19th Hole Bar and
Grill provides refreshments and sandwiches
for a quick grab ‘n go option.

Fox Hills Resort is eager to be your
destination when planning your group tour
of Northeast Wisconsin! Let them be the
Hub on your tour of the area. With Green Bay
to their North, Sheboygan to the South, Door
County to the East and the Fox Cities to
the West, Fox Hills is centrally located with
convenient access from major roadways!

Fox Hills Resort welcomes Motorcoach
travelers with a special room rate,
complimentary lodging for the Escort and

the Driver (with 20 room minimum), step-on
hostess to welcome your guests…luggage
handling is also available. Plus, the Resort
has over 15,000 square feet of banquet and
meeting space for group functions.

For more information see our website
www.foxhillsresort.com.

FOX HILLS RESORT – Always In Season

hot
STOP

ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:12 PM  Page 49



ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:12 PM  Page 50



ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:12 PM  Page 51



ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:12 PM  Page 52



ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:12 PM  Page 53



ITIN-0119 ITMW Sum10.qxd:FallWinter 2009  7/13/10  9:12 PM  Page 54



w w w. i t i n e r a r i e s m i d w e s t . c o m I T I N E R A R I E S M I D W E S T S U M M E R 2 0 1 0 55

LegendaryTravel WisconsinRead ITINERARIES Midwest Online.
Ads hotlinked to websites.
www.itinerariesmidwest.com

L ooking for a group outing that’s sure to
please? Then make one of the St. Croix

Casinos your destination. Three casinos-one
winning combination for you.

St. Croix Casino Turtle Lake
They offer 1100 slots, 23 blackjack tables,
live craps and roulette, a 12-table smoke-free
Poker Room, 24-hour dining, full beverage
service, a 153-room hotel and convention
facilities. The St. Croix Casino Turtle Lake
is the casino where you win more—and win
more often. 1-800-846-8946

St. Croix Casino Danbury
The new St. Croix Casino Danbury features
more than 500 new slots, including slots you’ll

find nowhere else in the country; and your
favorite table games, blackjack, craps,
roulette and high-stakes no-limit poker.
And a designated smoke-free gaming area.

Enjoy family-friendly dining in the Waabaani-
noondin Dining Room, the Zhaawani-noondin
Buffet, and the Giiwedi-noondin Deli. At the
end of the day, check into the new St. Croix
Casino Danbury Hotel with 47 rooms and
suites and an indoor pool. 1-800-238-8946

Little Turtle Hertel Express
They combine a full-service convenience store
with an attached casino featuring more than
140 of everyone’s favorite slot machines. You’ll
find everything you need at the Little Turtle
Hertel Express, The LTHE deli offers a variety
of hot coffees and fresh pastries, crispy fried
chicken, and tasty daily specials. 715-349-5659

All three St. Croix Casinos offer a full range
of incentives for group tours. Call our Group
Sales Manager, John Peake, at 1-800-846-8946,
ext. 3054 for all the details.

Are you looking for a group destination
where entertainment and relaxation go

hand in hand? Well then Potawatomi Carter
Casino Hotel is the getaway destination for
you. Located in the serene north woods of
Wisconsin, the Casino brings energy to the
area that cannot be replicated.

At Potawatomi Carter Casino Hotel your group
will experience red carpet service from the
moment you roll into the parking lot until you
watch the lights fade from your bus window.
Here you’ll experience the warmth of the north
woods, Native American décor and the hottest
slot machines around, plus a friendly & helpful
team who are ready to go the extra mile for you.

With 500 slot machines covering the impeccably
clean gaming floor, and a variety of table games
to play, you will have a difficult time deciding
which to try first. Or you can try your luck in the
Bingo Hall, where traditional or electronic
Bingo packs are available for purchase.

Enjoy dinner at The Flames Sports Bar & Grill
or The Springs. Both have mouth-watering
menus and tasty drink choices. Once dinner’s
finished, you can escape to your newly
renovated Carter Club Suite for a quick nap
before the evening’s entertainment heats up.

Potawatomi Carter Casino Hotel also offers
meeting and conference amenities for those
business travelers who are also looking to
escape. Visit www.cartercasino.com or call
1.800.487.9522 (see ad on page 56).

Potawatomi Carter
CASINO HOTEL

THE ST. CROIX CASINOS –
Your Destination for Year-Round Fun
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accommodations
Comfort Suites Green Bay . . . . . . . . . .920-499-7449

Fox Hills Resort . . . . . .800-950-7615 Ext 3621
250 W Church Street – Mishicot, WI 54228
www.foxhillsresort.com
Fox Hills Resort in Mishicot, Wisconsin features year round
lodging, activities, meeting/banquet space, swimming pools,
onsite Restaurant and Sports Bar with weekend entertainment,
spa services and 45 holes of golf. Minutes from Green Bay.

attractions
Cooks Corner
Green Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-964-0249

Green Bay Botanical Garden
Green Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-490-9457

Heritage Hill State Historical Park
Green Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-448-5150

National Railroad Museum
Green Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-437-7623

Oneida Nation of Wisconsin
Oneida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-236-2214

Potawatomi Carter
Casino Hotel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-487-9522
1721 West Canal Street – Milwaukee, WI 53233
www.cartercasino.com
At Potawatomi Carter Casino Hotel you’ll experience plenty of
casino action 24/7! The casino offers 500 slot machines,
8 table games, bingo and much more!

St. Croix Casinos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800-846-8946
Turtle Lake, Danbury, Hertel
www.stcroixcasino.com
Three casinos. One winning combination. The St. Croix Casinos
are located in beautiful Northern Wisconsin. The NEW St. Croix
Casino Danbury is opening August 2010!

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers
Manitowoc Area
Visitor & Convention Bureau . . .920-683-4388
PO Box 966 – Manitowoc, WI 54221 . . . . .800-627-4896
kgalas@manitowoc.info / www.manitowoc.info
Discover Maritime Treasure Trails in the Port Cities of
Manitowoc-Two Rivers. Explore USS Cobia WWII Submarine,
catch a big one at the Wisconsin Maritime Museum, tour
Rogers St. Fishing Village, or visit the Birthplace of the Ice
Cream Sundae. We Love Company!

Native American Tourism
of Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .715-851-6648
PO Box 9 – Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538 / www.natow.org
Our focus is to promote tourism featuring Native American
heritage and culture. Tourism provides an excellent
opportunity for tribes to diversify their economies, while telling
the true story concerning their history and culture.

entertainment & theater
PMI Group Green Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920-405-1197
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directory & map

National Railroad Museum - Green Bay

Green Bay
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Winnipeg, Mb - Western Canada Aviation Museum
Offering a unique mix of history and science. Step back in time and let the pioneer aviators of the north take you on an
inspirational journey through time! Filled with tales from the sky, great ideas (and not so great ideas) in flight, and a true
appreciation for the adventuring spirit. The original aircraft hangar, including several one-of-a-kind aircraft, such as Canada’s
first helicopter, the CL-84 Tilt-wing, our ‘flying saucer’ Avrocar, and of course, historic military jets, bushplanes and commercial
aircraft. Be sure to drop by the Gift Shop while visiting.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! One of only two flying Lancaster Bombers will visit the Museum from July 30 to August 2 in 2010.
The Lancaster’s career was very impressive. (See location on map below)

explore more planes, trains & automobiles in central canada

manitoba
ashern, binscarth, brandon,
dauphin, flin flon, grand
rapids, portage la prairie,
selkirk, steinbach, the pas,
st. andrews, thompson, winnipeg

ontario
atikokan, dryden, flanders,
fort frances, kenora, longlac,
sault ste. marie, sioux lookout
thunder bay, vermilion bay

central canada cities

calendar of events

Keep Exploring

august
• Festa Italia August 1-2,

Thunder Bay, MB 800-667-8386
• Folklorama August 1-14,

Winnipeg, MB 800-655-0234
• Blueberry Festival August 15,

Sault St. Marie, ON 800-461-6020
• Morden Corn and Apple Festival

August 27-29, Morden, MB 204-823-2676
• Sudbury Summerfest August 27-28,

Sudbury, ON 705-523-2003

september
• Dragon Boat Festival September 10-12,

Winnipeg, MB 204-774-7483
• Riverfest 2010 September 11,

Thunder Bay, MB 800-667-8386
• Bushplane Days 2010 September 18-19,

Sault St. Marie, ON 877-287-4752
• FemFest 2010: On the Edge Sept 25-Oct 2,

Winnipeg, MB, 800-655-0204
• Bay Street Film Festival Sept 30-Oct 3,

Thunder Bay, MB 800-667-8386

october
• Migration Festival October 2-3,

Oak Hammock Marsh, MB 204-467-3300
• Octoberfest 2010 October 22,

Carberry, MB 204-834-6617

november
• Manitoba Ahbee A Festival for All Nations

Nov 3-7, Winnipeg, MB, 800-655-0204
• Fall Waterfowl Viewing Day November 16,

Thunder Bay, MB 800-667-8386
• Winnipeg Aboriginal Film Festival Nov 17-21,

Winnipeg, MB 204-774-1375
• Canad Inns Winter Wonderland Nov 27-Jan 3,

Winnipeg, MB 800-655-0204

(Contact area CVBs for complete calendars)

convention & visitors
bureaus and chambers
Destination Winnipeg
Winnipeg, Manitoba . . . . . . . 800-665-0204

Tourism Thunder Bay
Thunder Bay, Ontario . . . . . . 888-227-2227

directory & map

Winnipeg

Kingsville, Ontario - Canadian Transportation Museum –
This is a state-of-the-art, 25,000 sq. ft facility. It houses
various modes of transportation, from the mid 1800s up to
the 1992 Dodge Viper. The museum includes horse and oxen
drawn carts, a 1904 Mitchell horse drawn hearse, fire trucks,
Ford Model Ts and As, hot rods, Corvettes, T-Birds and more.
Located just minutes from the U.S. border. 519-776-6909

Mount Hope, Ontario - Canadian Warplane Heritage
Museum – A living museum featuring the aircraft used by
Canada’s Military from the beginning of World War II up to
the present. The collection includes aircraft that really fly
and several that remain on static display and are interactive
workshops. Climb into the cockpit of a real WWII trainer
or a real jet fighter. There are interactive flight combat
simulators, which will surely test the flight skills of any
aspiring aviator. The Museum has interactive video displays,

movies, photographs and memorabilia from Canadian History.
905-679-4183 x 229

Thunder Bay, Ontario - Polar Bear Express – Climb
aboard the Polar Bear Express for a once in a lifetime
experience aboard a train. This enhanced routing combines
the wilderness train tour with the new Polar Bear habitat
attraction, Ontario’s ‘little Quebec’, the Algoma Central
Railway’s Tour of the Line and the Heritage Coast of Lake
Superior, to provide an all-encompassing journey across the
Canadian Shield from the US Midwest. 800-668-9360

Winnipeg, Manitoba - Paddlewheel River Boats –
Pleasing even the most discerning groups for years! Take a
scenic river cruise aboard the Paddlewheel Queen or
Paddlewheel Princess Riverboats. Dine, dance or just enjoy
the day/evening on Winnipeg’s beautiful rivers. 204-942-4500
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find these “group-friendly” hotels online now:

If you are a group-friendly hotel and want information to participate in www.grouplodgingmidwest.com, call the Itineraries Inc. office at 1-877-832-7267.

Designed by group travelers, grouplodgingmidwest.com is the premier online travel tool that gives you all
the information you need to plan upper Midwest group travel stays. Enjoy peace of mind knowing you have
the right contact names, numbers, maps, photos and little details that aways make a difference.

Bookmark grouplodgingmidwest.com today and check back often for new hotels to check out.

Bloomington, MN: HOLIDAY INN BLOOMINGTON AIRPORT I-35W
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_bloomington_holiday.html

Brookfield, WI: COUNTRY INN & SUITES
www.GLMhotels.com/h/wi_brookfield_countryinn.html

Clive, IA: COUNTRY INN & SUITES
www.GLMhotels.com/h/ia_clive_countryinn.html

Eagan, MN: SPRINGHILL SUITES
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_eagan_springhill.html

Eden Prairie, MN: HILTON GARDEN INN
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_edenprairie_hilton.html

Eden Prairie, MN: SPRINGHILL SUITES
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_edenprairie_springhill.html

Elk River, MN: HOLIDAY INN
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_elkriver_holiday.html

Golden Valley, MN: SUPER 8
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_gvalley_super8.html
Madelia, MN: AMERICINN LODGE & SUITES

www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_madelia_americinn.html
Minneapolis, MN: THE DEPOT MINNEAPOLIS, A RENAISSANCE HOTEL

www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_minneapolis_depot.html
Minnetonka, MN: HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS

www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_minnetonka_holiday.html

Moorhead, MN/ND: AMERICINN LODGE & SUITES
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_moorhead_americinn.html

Oakdale, MN: HILTON GARDEN INN
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_oakdale_hilton.html

Roseville, MN: COURTYARD
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_roseville_courtyard.html

Roseville, MN: HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_roseville_hiex.html
Shakopee, MN: AMERICINN LODGE & SUITES

www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_shakopee_americinn.html
Shakopee, MN: CANTERBURY INN

www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_shakopee_canterbury.html
Sioux Falls, SD: HOLIDAY INN CITY CENTRE

www.GLMhotels.com/h/sd_siouxfalls_holiday.html
St. Cloud, MN: AMERICINN LODGE & SUITES

www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_stcloud_americinn.html
St. Louis Park, MN: SPRINGHILL SUITES

www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_louispark_springhill.html
Wabeno, WI: POTAWATOMI CARTER CASINO HOTEL
www.GLMhotels.com/h/wi_wabeno_potawatomi.html

Woodbury, MN: COUNTRY INN
www.GLMhotels.com/h/mn_woodbury_countryinn.html
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